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BETA OIL & GAS, INC.
6120 South Yale Avenue

Suite 813
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136

                        , 2004

Dear Stockholder:

        You are cordially invited to attend a special meeting of the stockholders of Beta Oil & Gas, Inc. to be held on February 24, 2004, at 10:00
a.m., local time, in the 19th Floor Conference Room D, Warren Place Two, 6120 South Yale Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

        On December 12, 2003, we entered into a securities purchase agreement with Petrohawk Energy, LLC pursuant to which we have agreed to
sell to Petrohawk 15,151,515 shares of our common stock together with five-year warrants entitling the holders to purchase up to 10,000,000
shares of common stock at an exercise price of $1.65 per share all for an aggregate purchase price of $25,000,000, and our five year convertible
promissory note in the amount of $35,000,000 which will, after two years, be convertible into shares of our common stock at a conversion price
of $2.00 per share.

        The special meeting has been called to present to our stockholders proposals to approve the issuance of the shares of our common stock
pursuant to the securities purchase agreement (including any shares to be issued upon exercise of the warrants and conversion of the note) and to
approve an amendment to our articles of incorporation to increase the number of authorized shares of common stock to 100,000,000.

        Approval of the Petrohawk transaction will result in a change of control of the company. Immediately following the closing of the
Petrohawk transaction, Petrohawk will hold approximately 54% of our outstanding voting securities. In addition, upon conversion of the note
and exercise of all of the warrants, Petrohawk would hold approximately 77% of our voting securities assuming no other shares are issued prior
to those actions. Stockholders holding approximately 28% of the currently outstanding common stock have agreed to vote in favor of the
Petrohawk transaction.

        Our board of directors has determined that the terms of the Petrohawk transaction are fair to Beta and in the best interests of our
stockholders. Our board of directors has approved the issuance and sale of the new securities in the Petrohawk transaction and the amendment to
our articles of incorporation to increase our authorized capital stock. The board recommends that you vote FOR each of the proposals to be
considered at the special meeting.
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        The enclosed Notice of Special Meeting of Stockholders and Proxy Statement contain details concerning the Petrohawk transaction and the
proposal to amend our articles of incorporation to increase our authorized capital stock. We urge you to read and consider these documents
carefully. Whether or not you are able to attend the special meeting, it is important that your shares be represented and voted. Accordingly, be
sure to complete, sign and date the enclosed proxy card and mail it in the envelope provided as soon as possible so that your shares may be
represented at the meeting and voted in accordance with your wishes.

        If you attend the meeting, you may vote in person, even if you previously returned your proxy card. If your shares are held in the name of a
bank, brokerage firm or other nominee, please contact the party responsible for your account and direct him or her to vote your shares on the
enclosed proxy card. Your vote is important regardless of the number of shares you own.

        On behalf of the board of directors and management, thank you for your continued support of Beta.

Sincerely,

David A. Wilkins,
President and Chief Executive Officer

        The accompanying proxy statement is dated            , 2004 and is first being mailed, along with the proxy, to stockholders on or
about            , 2004.

BETA OIL & GAS, INC.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 24, 2004

TO THE STOCKHOLDERS OF BETA OIL & GAS, INC.:

        NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special meeting of the stockholders of Beta Oil & Gas, Inc., a Nevada corporation, is scheduled to be
held on February 24, 2004 at 10:00 a.m., local time, in the 19th Floor Conference Room D, Warren Place Two, 6120 South Yale Avenue, Tulsa,
Oklahoma for the following purposes:

1.
To consider and act upon a proposal that the following issuances of shares of our common stock pursuant to the transactions
described below be approved:

�
the issuance to Petrohawk Energy, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, of 15,151,515 shares of Beta's
common stock, par value $0.001 per share;

�
the issuance to Petrohawk of up to 10,000,000 shares of common stock upon the exercise of five-year common
stock purchase warrants which are exercisable at a price of $1.65 per share, subject to possible adjustments for
stock dividends, stock splits and similar events; and

�
the issuance to Petrohawk of shares of common stock upon the conversion of the outstanding principal and
accrued but unpaid interest payable under the terms of our five-year convertible promissory note in the original
principal amount of $35,000,000 at a conversion price of $2.00 per share, subject to possible adjustments for stock
dividends, stock splits and similar events.

These securities are all issuable to Petrohawk under the terms of a securities purchase agreement dated December 12, 2003.
Under this agreement, Petrohawk will pay an aggregate of $60,000,000 in cash for the common stock, warrants and
convertible note;

2.
To consider and act upon a proposal to approve an amendment to our articles of incorporation to increase our authorized
common stock from 50,000,000 shares to 100,000,000 shares;
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3.
To transact such other business as may properly come before the special meeting and any adjournment thereof.

        If item 2 is not approved, the transactions described in item 1 will still be consummated and the proposal to amend the articles of
incorporation will be presented again to our stockholders after Petrohawk has been issued the securities provided for in the securities purchase
agreement. If item 1 is not approved, item 2 will not be implemented even if it is approved.

        Stockholders of record at the close of business on January 20, 2004 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the special meeting and any
adjournment thereof. All stockholders are cordially invited to attend the special meeting in person. However, to assure your representation at the
meeting, you are urged to complete, sign and date the enclosed form of proxy and return it promptly in the envelope provided. Stockholders
attending the meeting may revoke their proxy and vote in person.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Joseph L. Burnett, Secretary
            , 2004

BETA OIL & GAS, INC.

PROXY STATEMENT
FOR A

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE STOCKHOLDERS TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 24, 2004
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SUMMARY OF PROXY STATEMENT

The following is a brief summary of certain information contained elsewhere in this proxy statement. This summary is not intended to be a
complete description of the matters covered in this proxy statement and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the more detailed information
contained or incorporated by reference in this proxy statement or in the documents attached as appendices hereto. Stockholders are urged to
read this proxy statement, including all materials incorporated herein by reference, and the appendices hereto in their entirety.

This proxy statement contains forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties. Actual results could differ materially from
those discussed in the forward-looking statements as a result of certain factors. See the section of this proxy statement entitled
"Forward-Looking Statements."

The Special Meeting
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        A special meeting of the stockholders of Beta Oil & Gas, Inc., a Nevada corporation ("Beta", the "Company" or "we" or "us"), will be held
on February 24, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., local time, in the 19th Floor Conference Room D, Warren Place Two, 6120 South Yale Avenue, Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Stockholders of record at the close of business on January 20, 2004, the record date for the special meeting, may vote at the special
meeting.

        At the special meeting, Beta's stockholders will be asked to approve:

�
the issuance of shares of our common stock in connection with a financing transaction in which we will issue and sell
common stock, a convertible note and warrants to Petrohawk Energy, LLC ("Petrohawk"); and

�
an amendment to our articles of incorporation to increase our authorized capital stock.

        For additional information regarding the special meeting and voting at the special meeting, see "General Information" beginning on page 5.

This proxy statement and the accompanying proxy card are first being mailed to stockholders on or about [            ], 2004.

Proposal 1: The Petrohawk Transaction

        On December 12, 2003, we entered into a securities purchase agreement (which we generally refer to as the purchase agreement) with
Petrohawk pursuant to which we have agreed to issue to Petrohawk for an aggregate of $60,000,000 in cash:

�
15,151,515 shares of our common stock;

�
five year warrants to purchase up to an additional 10,000,000 shares of our common stock at an exercise price of $1.65 per
share; and

�
a convertible promissory note in the face amount of $35,000,000 which will be convertible after two years into shares of our
common stock at a conversion price of $2.00 per share.

Because issuance of the shares of common stock to Petrohawk in connection with this transaction will result in a change of control of Beta, we
are required by the rules of The Nasdaq Stock Market to obtain stockholder approval of the issuance of the shares.

        The transactions contemplated by the purchase agreement are required to be consummated at a closing that we expect to occur immediately
following the approval of the proposal by our stockholders.

        The proceeds from the sale of the securities will be added to our working capital and be available for the acquisition, development and
exploration of oil and gas properties.

Background of Transaction (see discussion beginning on page 11)

        For a description of the events leading to the approval by our board of directors of the Petrohawk transaction and the agreements related
thereto, see "Proposal No. 1: The Petrohawk Transaction�Background of the Petrohawk Transaction," below.

Petro Capital Advisors, LLC Fairness Opinion (see discussion beginning on page 18)

        In connection with its consideration and approval of the Petrohawk transaction, our board of directors received an opinion from Petro
Capital Advisors, LLC with respect to the fairness, from a financial point of view, of the Petrohawk transaction to Beta. For important
information regarding the Petro Capital opinion, including the limitations of the opinion, see "Proposal No. 1: The Petrohawk Transaction�Petro
Capital Advisors, LLC Fairness Opinion," below.
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Certain Risks Associated with the Proposed Petrohawk Transaction (see discussion beginning on page 26)

        The proposed Petrohawk transaction involves risks, including risks related to:

�
the dilutive effect on the ownership interests and voting power of existing stockholders;

�
the influence of Petrohawk and its affiliates on us and our board of directors following the transaction;

�
our outstanding long-term indebtedness will increase substantially and our debt-to-equity ratio will be negatively affected;

�
our ability to deploy profitably the new capital that will be invested by Petrohawk;

�
the possible deterrence of any other offers to acquire us;

�
a "market overhang" which may be presented by the outstanding warrants and convertible note which could restrict or limit
increases in the market value of our common stock;

�
restrictions on our ability to utilize our current net operating loss carry-forwards for federal income tax purposes that will
result from the change of control contemplated by the transaction;

�
the substantial fee that our financial advisor will be entitled to receive if the transaction is consummated which could have
affected its objectivity in rendering its fairness opinion;

�
we may be restricted in certain of our current or planned activities in certain areas of South Louisiana until June 4, 2004.

For detailed information regarding these risks, see "Proposal No. 1: The Petrohawk Transaction�Certain Risks Associated with the Proposed
Petrohawk Transaction" below.

Interests of Certain Persons in the Petrohawk Transaction (see discussion beginning on page 28)

        In considering the recommendation of the board with respect to the Petrohawk transaction, stockholders should be aware that certain
persons, including our officers, directors and employees, have interests in the Petrohawk transaction that may be in addition to, or different from,
the interests of stockholders in general. The board was aware of these interests and considered them along with the other matters described
herein in approving the Petrohawk transaction and determining to recommend the Petrohawk transaction to the stockholders for approval.

2

Purchase Agreement (see discussion beginning on page 30)

        The issuance of the securities and the other transactions contemplated by the purchase agreement are subject to several closing conditions,
including:

�
the approval by our stockholders of the issuance of the common stock contemplated by the Petrohawk transaction at the
special meeting; and

�
our taking of all action necessary to effect the appointment of new directors as designated by Petrohawk and a Petrohawk
stockholder pursuant to the purchase agreement.
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        We are required to pay a termination fee of $1,000,000 if:

�
the purchase agreement is terminated before closing pursuant to its terms because we accept a superior proposal which the
board of directors determines would be more favorable to our stockholders;

�
stockholder approval is not obtained or the transaction otherwise fails to close by April 30, 2004 and a proposal to acquire us
has been made or another person has made publicly known an intention to make such a proposal, and within 12 months of
the termination of the purchase agreement, we consummate a merger, acquisition, consolidation or other business
combination or a person acquires beneficial ownership of 50% of the power to vote for our directors; or

�
the agreement is terminated because of a material breach of our representations, warranties, covenants or agreements which
is not cured within 20 days.

        Petrohawk is required to pay us a termination fee of $1,000,000 if we terminate the purchase agreement because of a material breach in
Petrohawk's representations, warranties, covenants or agreements which is not cured within 20 days.

Convertible Note (see discussion beginning on page 41)

        The convertible note is in the original principal amount of $35,000,000, is unsecured and matures on the fifth anniversary of the closing.
This note will bear interest at an annual rate of 8%, payable quarterly.

        Any time after the two-year period following the closing, we may prepay the note without penalty or premium. Also at any time after the
two-year period following the closing, the holder of the note may convert the outstanding principal and accrued but unpaid interest on the note
into shares of common stock at a conversion price of $2.00 per share, subject to adjustment for stock dividends, stock splits and similar events.

Warrants (see discussion beginning on page 42)

        The warrants entitle the holder, upon exercise, to purchase up to 10,000,000 shares of common stock at an exercise price of $1.65 per share,
subject to possible adjustments for stock dividends, stock splits and similar events. The warrants are exercisable, in whole or in part, at any time
before the fifth anniversary of the closing. The warrant exercise price may be paid in cash, by delivering to the Company warrants or common
stock having a fair market value equal to the warrant exercise price, by offsetting the principal balance of the convertible note, or a combination
of the foregoing.

Registration Rights (see discussion beginning on page 42)

        At the closing, we will enter into a registration rights agreement with Petrohawk which will give Petrohawk the right to require us to
register for public sale the shares of common stock acquired at the time of the closing and any shares acquired upon the exercise of the warrants
and conversion of the convertible note. The registration rights agreement also provides Petrohawk with piggyback registration

3

rights with respect to registrations of the offer and sale of any shares of common stock we may effect for our own account.

New Board of Directors and Management (see discussion beginning on page 50)

        Under the purchase agreement, a new board of directors will be appointed effective upon the closing. There will be seven directors, six of
whom will be designated by Petrohawk and its principal owners and one of whom will be designated by our existing board of directors. At the
closing, all of our officers and all of our directors other than            are required to deliver their resignations. Floyd C. Wilson will become the
new Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer. It is expected that our headquarters will be moved to Houston, Texas within
a short time following the closing.

Proposal 2: Increase in Authorized Capital Stock (see discussion beginning on page 61)
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        In order to provide a sufficient number of shares of capital stock to meet our current and future needs, including shares of common stock to
be issued and reserved for issuance in the Petrohawk transaction, the board of directors has proposed that our articles of incorporation be
amended to increase our authorized shares of common stock from 50,000,000 shares to 100,000,000 shares.

Stockholder Approval

        Issuance of Shares of Common Stock.    We are seeking stockholder approval of the issuance of shares of common stock pursuant to the
Petrohawk transaction under the rules of The Nasdaq Stock Market. The Nasdaq Marketplace Rules require stockholder approval for
transactions involving the issuance or potential issuance of securities which results in a change of control of the company. See "Proposal No. 1:
The Petrohawk Transaction�Stockholder Approval," below. Stockholder approval of the transaction is not otherwise required under Nevada law
or our articles of incorporation or by-laws. If the Petrohawk transaction is not approved by our stockholders, we may elect to terminate the
purchase agreement, or we may attempt to renegotiate the terms of the Petrohawk transaction with Petrohawk and, if successful, in our attempts
to renegotiate submit the revised transaction to our stockholders for approval. If the stockholders fail to approve the Petrohawk transaction,
Petrohawk will have the right to unilaterally terminate the purchase agreement.

        Increase In Our Authorized Common Stock.    We are seeking stockholder approval of an amendment to our articles of incorporation which
will increase our authorized common stock in accordance with applicable Nevada corporate law. As described more fully in "Proposal No. 2:
Increase in Authorized Capital Stock," the increase in common stock under Proposal No. 2 is necessary to provide for a sufficient number of
shares of common stock to be issued or reserved for issuance in the Petrohawk transaction and for current employee stock options, as well as to
provide for additional shares of common stock and preferred stock which could be used in connection with acquisitions or additional financing.
If Proposal No. 2 is approved, we will not file the Certificate of Amendment to increase our authorized capital stock unless Proposal No. 1 is
also approved and we believe it is likely that the Petrohawk transaction will be consummated. If Proposal No. 2 is not approved, the Petrohawk
transaction will still be consummated. Petrohawk has agreed that if Proposal No. 2 is not approved at this special meeting, it will cause the
proposal to be considered again at a stockholder meeting held after the closing and it has agreed to vote its shares for approval of the
amendment. This would assure approval of the amendment at such meeting.

Recommendations by the Board

        The board of directors, including all of the independent directors, has determined that both the proposed Petrohawk transaction and increase
in our authorized capital stock are in the best interests of us and our stockholders and recommends approval of both of those proposals by our
stockholders.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Proxy Solicitation

        This proxy statement is furnished to the holders of our common stock and preferred stock in connection with the solicitation by our board
of directors of proxies for use at the special meeting to be held on February 24, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., local time, or at any adjournment thereof.
The purposes of the meeting and the matters to be acted upon are set forth in the accompanying Notice of Special Meeting of Stockholders. The
board is not currently aware of any other matters that will come before the special meeting.

        The principal executive offices of the Company are located at 6120 South Yale Avenue, Suite 813, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136.

        We will make arrangements with brokerage houses and other custodians, nominees and fiduciaries to send proxies and proxy material to the
beneficial owners of the shares and will reimburse them for their expenses in so doing. Should it appear desirable to do so in order to ensure
adequate representation of shares at the special meeting, officers, agents or employees of Beta and/or Petrohawk may communicate with
stockholders, banks, brokerage houses and others by telephone, facsimile or in person to request that proxies be furnished. All expenses incurred
in connection with this solicitation will be borne by us.

        Certain stockholders of Beta who together own approximately 28% of our voting shares, including two of our directors Robert E. Davis, Jr.
and Rolf N. Hufnagel, have entered into a stockholders agreement with Petrohawk and us pursuant to which they have agreed to vote all of the
voting shares of Beta owned by them or over which they have voting control in favor of both proposals being presented at the special meeting.

Revocability and Voting of Proxy
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        A form of proxy for use at the special meeting and a return envelope for the proxy are enclosed. Stockholders may revoke the authority
granted by their execution of proxies at any time before their effective exercise by filing with the Secretary of Beta, at our headquarters at 6120
South Yale Avenue, Suite 813, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136, a written notice of revocation, or a duly executed proxy bearing a later date, or by
voting in person at the special meeting. Shares of common stock and preferred stock represented by executed and unrevoked proxies will be
voted in accordance with the choice or instructions specified thereon. If no specifications are given, the proxies intend to vote the shares
represented thereby to approve Proposal No. 1 and Proposal No. 2 as set forth in the accompanying Notice of Special Meeting of Stockholders
and, in accordance with their best judgment, on any other matters which may properly come before the special meeting.

Record Date and Voting Rights

        Stockholders of record at the close of business on January 20, 2004 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the special meeting. As of the
record date, 12,429,307 shares of common stock were issued and outstanding, and there were 604,271 shares of our preferred stock issued and
outstanding. Each share of common stock and each share of preferred stock is entitled to one vote on all matters that may properly come before
the special meeting. The common stock and preferred stock vote together as one class. The holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of
common stock and preferred stock, present in person or by proxy, will constitute a quorum at the special meeting.

        Approval of Proposal No. 1 (issuance of common stock pursuant to the Petrohawk transaction) requires a majority of the total votes cast on
the proposal in person or by proxy. Each outstanding share of common stock and each outstanding share of preferred stock is entitled to one
vote. Approval of Proposal No. 2 (increase in authorized common stock) requires the affirmative vote of a majority of
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the total votes represented by the outstanding common stock and preferred stock. Stockholders will not have appraisal or similar rights with
respect to Proposal No. 1 or Proposal No. 2. See the section of the summary above entitled "Stockholder Approval" for information regarding
the effect of a failure to approve Proposal No. 1 and/or Proposal No. 2.

        With respect to both proposals, abstentions and broker non-votes will be counted to determine whether a quorum is present. In determining
whether Proposal No. 1 has received the requisite number of favorable votes, abstentions and broker non-votes will not be counted as part of the
total number of votes cast on such proposal and will have no effect in determining whether the proposal has been approved by the stockholders.
With respect to Proposal No. 2, both abstentions and broker non-votes will have the same effect as votes against the proposal. A broker non-vote
occurs when a nominee holding shares of common stock for a beneficial owner does not vote on a particular proposal because the nominee does
not have discretionary voting power with respect to that item and has not received instructions from the beneficial owner.

        At the special meeting, ballots will be distributed with respect to each proposal to be voted upon to each stockholder (or the stockholder's
proxy if not the management proxy holders) who is present and did not deliver a proxy to the management proxy holders. The ballots will then
be tallied, one vote for each share of common stock owned of record and one vote per share of preferred stock owned of record, the votes being
in three categories: FOR, AGAINST or ABSTAIN.

        Votes at the special meeting will be tabulated by an inspector of election appointed by us.

Adjournments or Postponements

        Adjournments or postponements of the special meeting may be made for the purpose of, among other things, soliciting additional proxies.
Any adjournment may be made from time to time by approval of the holders of common shares and preferred shares together representing a
majority of the votes present in person or by proxy at the meeting, whether or not a quorum exists, without further notice other than by an
announcement made at the special meeting. A vote by proxy against Proposal No. 1 or Proposal No. 2 will result in such proxy being voted
against an adjournment or postponement of the stockholder meeting to solicit additional proxies for that proposal. A vote by proxy in favor of
either proposal will result in such proxy being voted for an adjournment or postponement of a stockholder meeting to solicit additional proxies
for that proposal.

FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

        From time to time, in written reports and oral statements, we may discuss our expectations regarding our future performance. Generally,
these statements relate to business plans or strategies, projected or anticipated benefits or other consequences of such plans or strategies or other
actions taken or to be taken by us, including the impact of such plans, strategies or actions on our results of operations or components thereof,
projected or anticipated benefits from operational changes, acquisitions or dispositions made or to be made by us, or projections involving
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anticipated revenues, costs, earnings or other aspects of our results of operations. The words "expect," "believe," "anticipate," "project,"
"estimate," "intend" and similar expressions, and their opposites, are intended to identify forward-looking statements. These forward-looking
statements are not guarantees of future performance but rather are based on currently available competitive, financial and economic data and
management's operating plans. These forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties that could render actual results materially
different from management's expectations. Such risks and uncertainties include, without limitation, whether the Petrohawk transaction will be
consummated, as well as business conditions and growth and consolidation in the oil and gas industry and the energy business generally and in
the economy in general, risks related to our ability to generate capital to complete our planned drilling and exploration activities, risks inherent
in oil and gas acquisitions,
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exploration, drilling, development and production, fluctuations in oil and gas prices, government regulations and environmental matters and
other risk factors described from time to time in our reports filed with the SEC as well as the risks associated with the proposed Petrohawk
transaction which are described below under "Proposal No. 1�The Petrohawk Transaction�Certain Risks Associated with the Proposed Petrohawk
Transaction."

        All statements herein that are not statements of historical fact are forward-looking statements. Although we believe that the expectations
reflected in such forward looking statements are reasonable, there can be no assurance that those expectations will prove to have been correct.
Certain other important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from management's expectations are disclosed in this proxy
statement and in our other filings with the SEC. All written forward-looking statements by or attributable to management in this proxy statement
are expressly qualified in their entirety by the risk factors and the cautionary statements mentioned above. Investors must recognize that events
could turn out to be significantly different from what management currently expects.

SECURITY OWNERSHIP OF
CERTAIN BENEFICIAL OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT

Current Beneficial Ownership

        The following table reflects, as of January 1, 2004, the beneficial ownership of our common stock and preferred stock by (i) all persons
known by us to be beneficial owners of more than 5% of each class of stock, (ii) each of our directors, (iii) each of the persons who will become
a director in connection with the closing of the Petrohawk transaction in accordance with the terms of the purchase agreement (see "Director and
Executive Officer Information" on page    ); (iv) each of our executive officers named in the Summary Compensation Table below, and (v) all of
our executive officers and directors as a group and provides the percentage of outstanding shares of stock of each class held. The table also
shows the number of shares of common stock and the percentage of the outstanding common stock that will be owned by the persons described
above and Petrohawk if the issuance of the securities under Proposal No. 1 is approved and consummated.

Name of Beneficial Owner

Shares of
Common Stock
Beneficially
Owned(1)

Percent of
Class(2)

Shares of
Common Stock
Beneficially

Owned After the
Issuance of
Securities to
Petrohawk(1)

Percent of Class
After Issuance of
Securities to

Petrohawk(2)(3)

Robert E. Davis, Jr 364,583(4) 2.91% 364,583 1.32%

Steve A. Antry
11814 S. Sheridan Road
Tulsa, OK 74008

1,138,000(5) 9.14% 1,138,000 4.13%

Robert C. Stone 180,000(6) 1.43% 180,000 *

David A. Wilkins 166,667(7) 1.32% 600,000 2.13%

Rolf N. Hufnagel 820,000(8) 6.57% 820,000 2.97%
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David A. Melman 50,000(9) * 50,000 *

Name of Beneficial Owner

Shares of
Common Stock
Beneficially
Owned(1)

Percent of
Class(2)

Shares of
Common Stock
Beneficially

Owned After the
Issuance of
Securities to
Petrohawk(1)

Percent of Class
After Issuance of
Securities to

Petrohawk(2)(3)

Joseph L. Burnett 156,000(10) 1.24% 256,000 *

Floyd C. Wilson
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3650
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

7

David B. Miller � � � �

D. Martin Phillips � � � �

Larry L. Helm � � � �

Tucker Bridwell � � � �

James L. Irish III

Petrohawk Energy, LLC
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3650
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(12) 66.93%

EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV,
L.P.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

EnCap Energy Acquisition IV-B,
Inc.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV-B,
L.P.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

EnCap Equity Capital Fund IV-B,
L.P.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

EnCap Investments L.P.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

EnCap Investments GP, L.L.C.
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%
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Houston, Texas 77002

RNBD GP LLC
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

David B. Miller
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

Gary R. Peterson
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

8

D. Martin Phillips
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

Robert L. Zorich
1100 Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(13)(14) 66.93%

FWC, LLC 1100
Louisiana, Suite 3150
Houston, Texas 77002

� � 25,151,515(12)(15) 66.93%

All officers and directors
As a group

1,737,250(1) 13.47% 2,270,583(1) 6.42%

*
Represents less than 1% of that class of stock outstanding.

(1)
Unless otherwise indicated, all shares of stock are held directly with sole voting and investment power. Securities not outstanding, but
included in the beneficial ownership of each such person are deemed to be outstanding for the purpose of computing the percentage of
outstanding securities of the class owned by such person, but are not deemed to be outstanding for the purpose of computing
percentage of the class owned by any other person. The total number includes shares issued and outstanding as of January 1, 2004,
plus shares which the owner shown above has the right to acquire within 60 days after January 1, 2004. Information is provided for
reporting purposes only and should not be construed as an admission of actual beneficial ownership.

(2)
For purposes of calculating the percent of the class outstanding held by each owner shown above with a right to acquire additional
shares, the total number of shares excludes the shares which all other persons have the right to acquire within 60 days after January 1,
2004, pursuant to the exercise of outstanding stock options and warrants.

(3)
The percentages are based on the assumption that 27,580,322 shares of common stock and 604,271 shares of preferred stock will be
outstanding immediately following the issuance of the securities to Petrohawk. The table also assumes that the Petrohawk transaction
will be consummated upon the terms of the transaction documents described in this proxy statement.

(4)
Includes 114,583 shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(5)
Shares held with spouse as community property. Includes 25,000 warrants held on behalf of minor children.

(6)
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Includes 175,000 shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(7)
Represents shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(8)
Includes 50,000 shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(9)
Represents shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(10)
Includes 155,000 shares of common stock underlying 55,000 stock options and 100,000 warrants.

9

(11)
Total for the 6 persons who were officers or directors prior to the issuance of the securities to Petrohawk. This includes 100,000 shares
of common stock underlying stock warrants and 611,250 shares of common stock underlying stock options.

(12)
Includes 15,151,515 shares of common stock and warrants to purchase 10,000,000 shares of common stock exercisable within 60 days
after the date hereof.

(13)
Represents shares owned by Petrohawk. Such entities or persons may be deemed to share the voting and dispositive control with
respect to 15,151,515 shares of common stock and warrants to purchase 10,000,000 shares of common stock exercisable within 60
days after the date hereof owned by Petrohawk as a result of the relationships described as follows. EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV,
L.P. and EnCap Energy Acquisition IV-B, Inc. have the contractual right to nominate a majority of the members of the board of
managers of Petrohawk pursuant to Petrohawk's governing documents. EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV-B, L.P. is the sole shareholder
of EnCap Energy Acquisition IV-B, Inc. EnCap Equity Fund IV GP, L.P. is the sole general partner of EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV,
L.P. and EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV-B, L.P. EnCap Investments L.P. is the sole general partner of EnCap Equity Fund IV GP,
L.P. EnCap Investments GP, L.L.C. is the sole general partner of EnCap Investments L.P. RNBD GP LLC is the sole member of
EnCap Investments GP, L.L.C. David B. Miller, Gary R. Petersen, D. Martin Phillips, and Robert L. Zorich are the members of RNBD
GP LLC.

(14)
Each of EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV, L.P., EnCap Energy Acquisition IV-B, Inc., EnCap Energy Capital Fund IV-B, L.P., EnCap
Equity Fund IV GP, L.P., EnCap Investments L.P., EnCap Investments GP, L.L.C., RNBD GP LLC, David B. Miller, Gary R.
Petersen, D. Martin Phillips, and Robert L. Zorich disclaim beneficial ownership of the reported securities in excess of such entity's or
person's respective pecuniary interest in the securities.

(15)
Represents shares owned by Petrohawk. Such entities or persons may be deemed to share the voting and dispositive control with
respect to 15,151,515 shares of common stock and warrants to purchase 10,000,000 shares of common stock exercisable within 60
days after the date hereof owned by Petrohawk as a result of the relationships described as follows. FCW, LLC has the contractual
right to nominate one of the members of the board of managers of Petrohawk pursuant to Petrohawk's governing documents and has
nominated Floyd C. Wilson. FCW, LLC and Floyd C. Wilson disclaim beneficial ownership of the reported securities in excess of his
respective pecuniary interest in the securities.

(16)
Total for nine persons who will be officers or directors after the issuance of the securities to Petrohawk. This includes 15,151,515
shares of common stock underlying stock warrants and 10,000,000 shares of common stock underlying stock purchase warrants.

10

PROPOSAL NO. 1:
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THE PETROHAWK TRANSACTION

        The first proposal to be considered and voted upon at the special meeting is the issuance of common stock in connection with the
Petrohawk transaction. Pursuant to the securities purchase agreement entered into with Petrohawk transaction on December 12, 2003, at closing
we will issue to Petrohawk:

�
15,151,515 shares of common stock;

�
warrants entitling the holder to purchase up to 10,000,000 shares of common stock at an exercise price of $1.65 per share of
common stock, subject to adjustment as described below under "Terms of the Warrants;" and

�
a convertible promissory note in the original principal amount of $35,000,000 which is convertible after two years into
shares of our common stock at a conversion price of $2.00 per share, subject to adjustment as described below under "Terms
of the Convertible Note."

As the consideration for these securities, Petrohawk has agreed to pay us a total of $60,000,000 in cash, of which $25,000,000 is attributable
under the purchase agreement to the shares of common stock and warrants and $35,000,000 is attributable to the convertible note.

Use of Proceeds

        The net proceeds (after expenses of the transaction, which we estimate to be approximately $1,775,000) from the sale of the securities will
be added to our working capital and will be available for retirement of our outstanding long-term debt, the acquisition, development and
exploration of oil and gas properties and for general corporate purposes. It is anticipated that oil and gas properties currently owned by
Petrohawk will be offered to us after the closing. See "Information About Petrohawk-Operations and Properties". Except with respect to this
potential purchase, we currently have no agreements, arrangements or understandings with respect to an acquisition of any entity or business.

Background of the Petrohawk Transaction

        In September 2002, our board of directors agreed that in order to improve our overall performance and create a more balanced growth
model, a significant change in the senior management was necessary. Accordingly, in October 2002, our board identified and interviewed
candidates for the position of president and CEO and ultimately hired David A. Wilkins to fill both positions. Mr. Wilkins came to us from
Vintage Petroleum, Inc. where he had worked for approximately 10 years holding various positions with his last position being the General
Manager of Latin America. Mr. Wilkins' mandate was to assess our existing asset base, focus our work effort on lower-risk opportunities,
optimize operating and administrative costs, and build a new team capable of achieving our desired growth through strategic investments in
exploitation, exploration and acquisitions opportunities.

        Mr. Wilkins initiated his mandate by recruiting several key employees to strengthen our exploitation and development team. Our new
management began the process of optimizing the existing assets including plans for disposition of assets with limited potential. In addition, the
team sought out property acquisitions and new drilling opportunities that would provide attractive economic return under the reality of the
company's limited available capital. For approximately eight months, we pursued a strategy of internal growth through cost control and the
exploitation of existing assets. Our main focus became the existing properties in Louisiana and Oklahoma and a development drilling program in
southern Kansas. Our board recognized that we could return to profitability through the cost control and increased operational focus that
Mr. Wilkins' team brought to us but also recognized that growth potential was limited due to lack of capital availability. Discussions were held
by our board
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and management regarding how to continue to grow through expansion of our core asset base. Given the limitations associated with growing a
small company using only internal cash flow, our board decided to assess other business combinations which could possibly enhance our growth
rate. During this period the board considered a variety of possible strategic alternatives, with the objective of increasing stockholder value. At
this point in time, our board did not actively consider a sale of Beta nor did it actively pursue any mergers or investments in our company.
However, we were approached with an inquiry about a possible acquisition or merger of the company, only one of which made a formal
proposal to our board. A brief description of the proposal made to our board is as follows:
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        In April 2003, our chairman of the board, Mr. Robert E. Davis, was contacted by a financial advisor, who was representing a
privately-owned oil and gas company that was seeking to merge with a publicly-held company, and desired to make a presentation to our board
of directors. Our management reviewed summary information provided by the company and recommended to our chairman not to pursue any
further discussions.

        In June 2003, our chairman requested that our management re-evaluate the merger opportunity with the company. In July 2003, we
executed a confidentiality agreement with the company and a presentation was made by the company to our management concerning the
potential of a possible merger. The presentation did not include a formal proposal. Our management and financial advisor evaluated the
information provided and concluded that the potential merger was not viable to us due to various factors, including high leverage risk,
complexity of the company's ownership structure with various limited partnerships and the location of the company's asset base. At the request
of the chairman, the executive management arranged for the company to make a formal presentation to the board of directors.

        In August 2003, a presentation (similar to the July presentation) was made to our board of directors in our corporate office (information
about the deal structure was circulated to our board in advance of the presentation). At the conclusion of the presentation, a proposal was made
by the company to our board. Based on the proposal, the merger would have resulted in a stock-for-stock exchange with the company which
would have significantly diluted our existing shareholders. Immediately following the presentation, our board considered the proposal and
decided not to pursue the transaction further due the risks associated with an increased amount of leverage to be assumed by us if a merger was
consummated, the uncertainty in the ability to re-negotiate the short-term nature of such debt, the uncertainty of the company's ability to
"roll-up" a significant number of partnership entities, the location of the company's asset base, concerns about working capital and future capital
sources for the company's projected capital expenditure program and loss of control by our shareholders. Subsequent to the presentation, we
formally declined the offer and no further discussions were held.

        We continued our internal growth strategy and the Wilkins-lead team continued its methodical approach which did return us to profitability,
improving the cash position, reducing leverage and abating the production declines.

        In the latter part of May 2003, a representative of Mitchell Energy Advisors of Dallas, Texas initiated a discussion with Robert E. Davis,
Jr., our chairman of the board of directors, about the prospect of engaging in a transaction with a new entity led by Mr. Floyd C. Wilson, a
former principal of 3TEC Energy Corporation. Under Mr. Wilson's leadership, 3TEC experienced significant growth and was sold to Plains
Exploration and Production Company in June 2003. Mitchell Energy Advisors suggested that a group led by Mr. Wilson was considering the
possibility of a sizable capital investment in Beta. On June 5, 2003, Mr. Davis met with Mr. Wilson and a representative of Mitchell Energy
Advisors. At the meeting, Mr. Wilson expressed an interest in an investment in both common stock and convertible debt of Beta, of
approximately $60 million. Mr. Davis agreed to discuss that idea with Mr. Wilkins and other members of our board of directors.
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        Between June 5 and June 25, 2003, Mr. Davis discussed the preliminary verbal proposal put forth by Mr. Wilson with the other directors of
our board. The directors expressed an interest in considering the Petrohawk proposal. Mr. Wilson was perceived by our board members as a
credible individual with reputable institutional backers and a successful track record in the development of small public energy companies. In
our board's preliminary analysis of the proposal, the directors assessed our ability to attract necessary capital as a stand alone entity as an
alternative to the type of investment proposed by Mr. Wilson.

        Unrelated to the Wilson proposal, on July 9, 2003, we engaged Petro Capital Advisors, LLC as a financial advisor with respect to the
possibility of implementing a stockholder rights plan and other possible defensive measures. Petro Capital was also asked to provide advice with
respect to our response to any merger or acquisition proposal. Petro Capital Advisors did assist us in our evaluation of the previously discussed
merger proposal. Petro Capital Advisors also undertook to evaluate the fairness to Beta of selected transactions if requested. See "Petro Capital
Fairness Opinion" below for a discussion of the reasons for our retention of Petro Capital and the terms of Petro Capital's engagement.

        At the request of Mr. Davis, Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Joe Burnett, our Chief Financial Officer, met with Mr. Wilson and Mr. Steve Herod in
our office on July 29, 2003. At this meeting, Mr. Wilson introduced his company, Petrohawk Energy, LLC and gave a brief history of his
background and that of his management group. Mr. Wilson expressed his interest in investing in our company if the board so desired. Following
this introductory meeting, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Herod joined Mr. Davis, Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Rolf Hufnagel, a Beta board director, along with
Ms. Mynan Feldman, an associate with Mitchell Energy Advisors for a luncheon. The discussion was very general with Mr. Wilson stating his
desire to further his review for a potential sizable investment, if our board of directors agreed. Subsequent to this meeting, Mr. Wilson met
individually with our remaining two directors, Mr. Robert C. Stone and Mr. David A. Melman.

        A two-day board meeting was held on August 21, 2003 and August 22, 2003 during which our management presented a five-year business
model followed by a financial analysis of the model by Petro Capital Advisors. As previously discussed, a presentation was also made to our
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board by the private company, referred to above, in which they were proposing a merger with Beta. Petro Capital Advisors also presented to the
full board a financial evaluation of the merger proposal by the private company. As previously discussed, the board declined to pursue the
private company's proposal. There was further board discussion as to whether our company should or should not pursue a formal proposal from
Petrohawk. Our outside directors of the board instructed Mr. Wilkins to contact Mr. Wilson with the intention of asking him to prepare a formal
proposal for the board.

        A confidentiality agreement between Petrohawk and us, dated August 26, 2003, was executed on August 29, 2003. Mr. Wilson sent us a
"Potential Transaction Outline" on September 24, 2003 followed by a second outline on September 25, 2003. Mr. Wilson made a formal
presentation to our board of directors on October 2, 2003. Attendees included: Mr. Davis, Mr. Stone, Mr. Melman, Mr. Hufnagel, Mr. Wilkins,
Mr. Burnett, Mrs. Cheryl Rask, Assistant Corporate Secretary; Mr. Wilson, Mr. Herod; Mr. Rosser Newton and Mr. Calvin Tam of Petro Capital
Advisors; Mr. Mike Mitchell and Mr. Mike Taylor of Mitchell Energy Advisors.

        At the October 2, 2003 meeting, Mr. Wilson submitted a proposal for a $60 million investment in our company consisting of: 1.)
purchasing $25 million of our common stock at $1.50 per share and; 2.) a $35 million 8% subordinated convertible note with a 5 year maturity
convertible into our common stock at $1.75 per share. The proposal also called for Petrohawk to receive, for no additional consideration,
warrants to purchase an additional 7,500,000 shares of common stock at an exercise price of $1.50 per share. This proposal would result in a
change in control of our company with Petrohawk having approximately 57% of the common stock, prior to any conversion of the note.
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        Our board members then discussed the proposal after the Petrohawk representatives left the meeting. The board understood that
implementation of the proposal would mean that Petrohawk would assume control of the ownership and management of Beta. The board
discussed the credibility of the investors in Petrohawk and whether the business strategy outlined by Mr. Wilson would work to increase value
for our stockholders more quickly than the internal growth program established in late 2002 and the projected growth as per management's
five-year strategic plan as presented to our board in August 2003. Our board's desire to achieve a more rapid stock value appreciation for our
stockholders resulted in its determination that it was in our stockholders' best interest to pursue the accelerated growth strategy presented by
Petrohawk. Our board believed that Mr. Wilson's experience and past success with growing small public companies and his favorable reputation
among institutional capital providers would provide added value and liquidity to our shareholders.

        Our board authorized Mr. Newton of Petro Capital Advisors to meet with Mr. Mitchell of Mitchell Energy Advisors in an effort to negotiate
improvements in the terms of the proposal as presented to the board.

        On October 7, 2003, our board met and discussed the proposal further. The board determined that the proposal merited additional due
diligence and review due to Petrohawk's substantial institutional backing and perceived credibility within the energy financial markets. At this
meeting, our board discussed engaging legal counsel for the transaction and the possibility of implementing a severance plan for our
management and other employees. At this meeting, Mr. Wilkins expressed his belief that the management plan presented in the August board
meeting was a very solid plan and that the management team already had made substantial progress in a very short period of time. He stated that
Beta then had a stable cash position and did not need to recapitalize at that time. He further indicated his concern that the potential issuance of
the warrants associated with the Petrohawk proposal would have a substantial dilutive effect on our stockholders. The board discussed these
points thoroughly and, at the end of the meeting, unanimously approved going forward with the discussions with Petrohawk.

        Following the board meeting on October 7, 2003, we engaged Conner & Winters, P.C. of Tulsa, Oklahoma, our regular corporate counsel,
and the Washington, D.C. office of Foley & Lardner, as special counsel, to represent us in connection with this proposed transaction.

        On October 9, 2003, Mr. Newton updated the board on his discussions with Mitchell Energy Advisors and Petrohawk and expressed his
belief that Petrohawk's initial offer could be improved. The board then instructed Mr. Newton to make a counteroffer to Petrohawk which would
increase the proposed purchase price for the securities to $1.75 per share for the common stock, a $2.00 per share conversion price under the
terms of the convertible note and an exercise price of $1.75 per share on the common stock warrants.

        Mr. Newton met with Mr. Mitchell to present the counteroffer of Beta. In response, on October 10, 2003, Petrohawk submitted a draft of a
"non-binding" letter of intent which called for the purchase of 15,151,515 shares of common stock at $1.65 per share totaling $25 million and a
senior convertible note in the amount of $35 million which would be convertible into common stock at a price of $2.00 per share. The draft letter
of intent also called for the issuance of 10,000,000 warrants exercisable into shares of common stock at a price of $1.65 per share. The draft
letter of intent also included a "no-shop" provision which would restrict us from engaging in discussions or negotiations with any other
companies for a sale of or material investment in Beta. The draft letter of intent also provided for a termination or break-up fee of $1,000,000 if
we were to enter into an agreement with any other company for a business combination. This proposal also contemplated that a portion of the
amount to be invested by Petrohawk would be in the form of oil and gas properties, undeveloped leasehold acreage, seismic data, contract rights
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and other assets. These properties were to be valued at a mutually agreeable amount, or, if no agreement could be reached, by a qualified
independent appraiser. In no event would the value of the assets exceed Petrohawk's acquisition cost or investment
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in the assets, which was estimated to be approximately $5,000,000 as of September 30, 2003. This proposal also contemplated that upon closing,
that our board of directors would be expanded to seven persons, six of whom would be designated by Petrohawk and certain of its key investors.
Mr. Wilson would become the Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer of Beta.

        On October 14, 2003 our board met to discuss the Petrohawk proposal. Our legal counsel and financial advisor were in attendance and
advised our board regarding the proposal and the board's fiduciary duties in connection with the consideration and acceptance of such a
proposal. Our board rejected the proposal to include properties and other assets as part of the consideration for the securities, but otherwise
agreed with the financial terms of the transaction. Our board believed that it would be beneficial to eliminate the letter of intent stage and
directed our management and legal counsel to begin negotiations of a definitive agreement. At the time of this acceptance, Beta stock was
trading at $1.31 per share.

        Our board met on October 19, 2003 to discuss the status and terms of the definitive agreement being negotiated. The early draft of the
definitive securities purchase agreement would have allowed Petrohawk to terminate the agreement at any time prior to the filing of the
preliminary proxy material with the Securities and Exchange Commission if they found any matters of concern in the course of their due
diligence review of us. The Board determined that this sort of provision would not be acceptable and indicated that Petrohawk should complete
its due diligence review before signing the definitive agreement.

        This position was communicated to Petrohawk by our counsel. Petrohawk agreed to proceed with the due diligence review prior to signing
the agreement, but required the signing of a revised "non-binding" letter of intent as a condition to moving forward. On October 20, 2003, we
entered into a "non-binding" letter of intent with Petrohawk which was substantially in the form as the draft presented on October 10 except that
it provided that the entire consideration for the securities would be cash. The board determined that it was in our best interest to sign the letter
due to its short duration and because Petrohawk was expending significant resources and time in connection with the preparation of documents,
due diligence and other activities in connection with the possible transaction and, accordingly, was unlikely to proceed without it. The letter of
intent contained a binding "no-shop" clause that extended until November 10, 2003.

        At a November 5, 2003 telephonic meeting of our board of directors, Petro Capital Advisors presented its analysis and rendered to our
board its oral fairness opinion, subsequently confirmed in writing, that as of November 5, 2003, based on and subject to the considerations
described in the opinion that, the Petrohawk transaction, taken as a whole, is fair to Beta from a financial point of view. The board's desire to
achieve more rapid appreciation for our stockholders resulted in the board's determining that it was in Beta's and our stockholders' best interest
to pursue the accelerated growth strategy presented by Petrohawk. The board also believed that Petrohawk's experience and past success
effecting growth in small public companies would provide added value to our shareholders. At this meeting, the board unanimously approved
the definitive agreement and authorized its execution.

        Petrohawk solicited and received agreements dated as of November 10, 2003 from Messrs. Davis and Hufnagel, Mr. Steve Antry, our
founder and former chief executive officer, and other key Beta stockholders to vote in favor of the issuance of the shares to Petrohawk once a
definitive securities purchase agreement was signed and the proposal was presented to our stockholders for approval. The shares owned by the
stockholders signing these agreements represent approximately 28% of our outstanding common stock.

        Petrohawk indicated that it was not ready to sign the definitive agreement before the November 10, 2003 expiration of the no-shop
restriction in the letter of intent because it had not completed its due diligence review. As a result, the letter of intent was amended to extend the
no-shop restriction until November 17, 2003.
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        On November 13, 2003, Petrohawk notified the Board that it still had some minor due diligence matters to complete. We were also advised
that Mr. Wilson needed a waiver of the restrictions of a non-competition agreement that he signed when 3TEC was acquired by Plains
Exploration & Production Company. In that agreement, Mr. Wilson, personally, had agreed that neither he nor any company with whom he
might be associated would engage in any oil and gas operations in Louisiana south of Interstate 10 for a period of one year ending June 4, 2004.
The waiver was required because we have several properties that are located within the restricted area. The waiver was expected to be received
early in the following week, so the no-shop restriction in the letter of intent was again extended, this time to November 24, 2003.

Edgar Filing: BETA OIL & GAS INC - Form PRE 14A

18



        The board originally intended to wait until the signing of the definitive agreement to issue a press release regarding the transaction. It was
believed that a public announcement of the transaction should not be made until both Petrohawk and Beta had agreed to the final terms of the
transaction. However, with the unexpected delays in the signing of the agreement and concern that rumors of the transaction might be getting
into the public domain, it was determined by both parties that a press release announcing the signing of the letter of intent should be made. On
November 18, 2003, we issued a press release announcing the letter of intent and outlining the terms of the proposed transaction.

        Petrohawk and Plains Exploration & Production continued their negotiations for a waiver of the non-competition agreement of Mr. Wilson.
In connection with the waiver, Petrohawk agreed to enter into an exploration agreement with Plains whereby it committed to engage in certain
drilling and development operations with Plains. The terms and provisions of the exploration agreement and related agreements are discussed
under"Information About Petrohawk�Agreements with Plains Exploration & Production Company."

        Before the waiver was signed by Petrohawk, our board was presented with an initial outline of the proposed terms of the waiver and the
exploration agreement. Once final drafts of the documents had been prepared, they were circulated to our board members for their review and
consideration. Our board expressed concern about the restrictions and commitments to which we would be subjected if the Petrohawk
transaction were completed. Petrohawk made it clear that any activities contemplated by the Plains agreements which were taken after the
closing would be undertaken by Beta. Our board held a telephonic board meeting on December 2, 2003 at which time the proposed Plains
agreements with Petrohawk were discussed. Mr. Robert Stone made several inquiries of other persons operating in the area covered by the
agreements. He reported to our board that he had become satisfied with the terms of the agreements and with the reputation and performance of
the Plains management.

        During its meetings held on October 21, October 27, and November 10, 2003, our board discussed a severance arrangement for all of our
employees in connection with the consummation of the Petrohawk transaction. The board believed that such an arrangement was important to
encourage key employees to remain until the closing of the transaction and the transition of control to Petrohawk, as well as to reward them for
the recent progress made by us. The board was provided with a suggested plan proposed by our management and Villareal & Associates, a
consulting firm on executive compensation. Terms of the proposed plan were presented to Petrohawk who, after suggesting several adjustments,
consented to the plan. Under the arrangement which was approved, all outstanding stock options held by our employees will vest in full and the
options will continue to be exercisable for up to five years from the date of closing even if the employment of the option holder is terminated.
See "Interests of Certain Persons in the Petrohawk Transaction." A proposal to amend the stock options will be brought to a vote of the
stockholders after closing and Petrohawk has agreed to vote in favor of the proposal, thereby assuring its approval. See "Terms of the Purchase
Agreement."

        Our board had a meeting by teleconference on December 12, 2003, to consider final approval of the definitive agreement in light of the
terms of the Plains agreements and waiver. Concern was expressed that the form of waiver granted to Mr. Wilson did not include all of our
properties and
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prospects in the area. Mr. Wilson communicated to several of the directors individually that he felt that if waivers with respect to the omitted
properties could be obtained later, the properties could not be sold for a fair price. The board also considered whether it should obtain an update
of the fairness opinion rendered by Petro Capital on November 5, 2003. After considerable discussion, the board concluded that the Plains
agreement and the commitments and restrictions encompassed by them did not change their decision on the advisability of doing the Petrohawk
transaction. They also considered that there had been very little change in the relevant facts on which the original fairness opinion from Petro
Capital had been based. Consequently, an update of the fairness opinion would not be required.

        The definitive securities purchase agreement was signed with Petrohawk on December 12, 2003. A press release announcing the signing
was issued on the next business day, December 15, 2003.
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Reasons for the Petrohawk Transaction and Board Recommendation

        Our board of directors has determined that the Petrohawk transaction is fair to, and in the best interests of Beta. In making this
determination, the board considered all of the risk factors described below under the sub-caption "Certain Risks Associated with the Proposed
Petrohawk Transaction" and the following additional important factors:
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�
The significant amount of new capital to be contributed by Petrohawk should allow us to accelerate our growth strategy;

�
The principal owners and managers of Petrohawk are experienced and have a successful track record in aggressively
growing the stockholder value of energy companies;

�
The board's determination that an accelerated growth strategy should be pursued as soon as practicable;

�
The terms of the Petrohawk transaction, and the board's determination that the purchase prices for the securities were
reasonable and fair to Beta;

�
The investment objectives of Petrohawk; and

�
The opinion of Petro Capital that the Petrohawk transaction, taken as a whole, is fair, from a financial point of view, to Beta.

        The board did not assign relative weight to these factors or consider that any factor was of overriding importance. The board evaluated the
Petrohawk transaction based upon the totality of the factors and all of the information available to it for consideration. Based upon its evaluation,
the board determined that the Petrohawk transaction would be the most suitable and obtainable means to pursue our accelerated growth strategy,
and that the transaction was fair to us and in the best interests of our stockholders.

Our board of directors believes that the Petrohawk transaction is in the best interests of us and our stockholders and recommends
that the stockholders vote "For" Proposal No. 1 to approve the issuance of shares of our common stock in the Petrohawk transaction.

Petro Capital Advisors, LLC Fairness Opinion

        On July 9, 2003, we engaged Petro Capital Advisors, LLC to assist us generally with respect to mergers and acquisitions, takeover defense
and proxy contests, and the rendering, if subsequently requested by us, of its opinion with respect to the fairness, from a financial point of view,
of one or more specific transactions.

        The board retained Petro Capital based upon Petro Capital's reputation, experience and expertise with respect to mergers and acquisitions,
takeover defense and proxy contests, and the valuation of businesses and securities, particularly within the energy industry. Petro Capital is a
merchant banking firm that is engaged in providing financial advisory services and rendering fairness opinions in connection with mergers and
acquisitions, leveraged buyouts, business and securities valuations, recapitalizations, financial restructurings and private placements of debt and
equity securities. In addition, Petro Capital, through its affiliates, sponsors principal investments in energy companies.

        At the November 5, 2003 telephonic meeting of the board of directors, Petro Capital presented its analysis (as described below) and
rendered to the board of directors its oral opinion (subsequently confirmed in writing on November 5, 2003) that as of November 5, 2003, based
on and subject to the considerations described in the opinion, the Petrohawk transaction taken as a whole is fair to Beta from a financial point of
view. For purposes of this summary, we use the term "opinion" to refer to the fairness opinion issued by Petro Capital on November 5, 2003.

18

        The summary of the opinion set forth below is qualified in its entirety by reference to the full text of the opinion attached as Appendix G to
this proxy statement. Petro Capital provided its opinion for the information and assistance of the board of directors in connection with its
consideration of the Petrohawk transaction. Petro Capital's opinion is not a recommendation or investment advice as to how any stockholder
should vote at the special meeting. Stockholders are encouraged to read the opinion carefully in its entirety for a description of the assumptions
made, matters considered and limitations on the review undertaken by Petro Capital. No limitations were imposed by the board of directors upon
Petro Capital with respect to the investigations made or procedures followed by it in rendering the opinion. The opinion speaks only as of its
date. Events that could affect the fairness of the Petrohawk transaction to Beta from a financial point of view include, among others, changes in
industry performance or market conditions and changes to our business, financial condition and results of operations.
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        In connection with rendering the opinion, Petro Capital, among other things:

1.
reviewed Beta's annual reports on Form 10-K for the fiscal years ended 2000, 2001 and 2002, including Beta's audited
financial statements for the three fiscal years ended December 31, 2002; reviewed Beta's quarterly reports on Form 10-Q for
the quarters ended March 31, 2003 and June 30, 2003, including Beta's unaudited financial statements for such periods; and
reviewed Beta's draft interim unaudited financial statements for the three months ended September 30, 2003, as provided to
Petro Capital by Beta's management;

2.
reviewed certain financial projections of Beta prepared by Beta's management and furnished to Petro Capital by us,
including, but not limited to, projections of reserves, production, realized pricing and capital spending;

3.
visited Beta's principal business office;

4.
reviewed the letter of intent between Petrohawk and Beta dated as of October 20, 2003;

5.
held discussions with certain members of the senior management of Beta and with certain members of Beta's board of
directors to discuss the Petrohawk transaction and Beta's operations, financial condition and performance, and prospects for
future growth;

6.
reviewed an independent reserve report relating to Beta's oil and gas reserves prepared by Ryder Scott Company, dated
December 31, 2002 , which we call the "Ryder Scott report";

7.
reviewed a reserve roll forward relating to our oil and gas reserves prepared by Beta, dated September 30, 2003, which we
call the "Beta reserve report";

8.
reviewed Beta's Five Year Strategic Plan dated as of August 21, 2003 prepared by Beta's management;

9.
reviewed the historical market prices and trading volume for our common stock;

10.
reviewed certain other publicly available financial data for certain companies that Petro Capital deemed comparable to Beta,
and reviewed terms of other investments, including, but not limited to, prices, financial terms and premiums paid, that it
considered similar to the financial components of the Petrohawk transaction;

11.
reviewed copies of the following agreements and documents that were delivered to Petro Capital prior to the meeting of
Beta's board of directors to approve the Petrohawk transaction, which documents it assumed with our permission to be
accurate:

�
The Securities Purchase Agreement;

�
The Convertible Promissory Note;

19

�
The Warrant Certificate;

�
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The Registration Rights Agreement;

�
The Stockholders Agreement; and

�
Certain additional transaction documents; and

12.
conducted such other studies, analyses and inquiries and considered such other information and financial, economic and
market criteria as it deemed appropriate in arriving at the opinion.

        In rendering the opinion, Petro Capital assumed, with our consent, and relied upon, without independent verification, the accuracy and
completeness of all financial and other information and data publicly available or furnished to or otherwise reviewed by or discussed with Petro
Capital. With respect to the Beta reserve report and the financial and production forecasts and projections provided to Petro Capital by us or
otherwise reviewed by or discussed with Petro Capital, Petro Capital relied upon our representations of our management that such report,
forecasts and projections were reasonably prepared on bases reflecting the best currently available estimates and judgments of Beta and our
management as to our future financial results and condition, and that there had been no material change in our assets, financial condition,
business or prospects since the date of the most recent financial statements made available to Petro Capital. With respect to the Ryder Scott
report, Petro Capital was advised, and assumed, that the Ryder Scott report was reasonably prepared on bases reflecting the best currently
available estimates and judgments of Ryder Scott as to the oil and gas reserves of Beta. Petro Capital assumed that the Petrohawk transaction
would be consummated in accordance with the terms and conditions contained in the transaction documents reviewed by it without waiver,
amendment or modification of any material term or condition thereof. Petro Capital further assumed that all material governmental, regulatory or
other consents and approvals necessary for the consummation of the Petrohawk transaction would be obtained without any adverse effect on
Beta or on the contemplated benefits of the Petrohawk transaction.

        Petro Capital did not independently verify the accuracy and completeness of the information supplied to it with respect to us and our
reserves and production, including, without limitation, the Beta reserve report and the Ryder Scott report, and does not assume any responsibility
with respect thereto. Petro Capital did not make any physical inspection or independent appraisal of our assets or liabilities, nor was it furnished
with any such appraisals, other than the Ryder Scott report. Additionally, the opinion is necessarily based on business, economic, market and
other conditions as they existed and could be evaluated by Petro Capital at the date of the opinion. Although developments following the date of
the opinion may affect the opinion, Petro Capital has assumed no obligation to update, revise or reaffirm the opinion. It should be understood
that subsequent developments might affect the conclusion expressed by Petro Capital in the opinion.

        In arriving at the conclusions expressed in the opinion, Petro Capital did, among other things, the following:

�
Comparable Company Trading Analysis

�
Comparable Acquisition Analysis

�
Discounted Cash Flow Analysis

�
Break-Up Asset Valuation

�
Premiums Paid Analysis

�
Comparable Financings (Private Investment in Public Equities (PIPE) Study)
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Financial Analyses Summary
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        In accordance with customary investment banking practice, Petro Capital employed generally accepted valuation methods in reaching its
opinion. The following represents a brief summary of the material financial analyses performed by Petro Capital in connection with providing its
opinion to the board of directors. The financial analyses that Petro Capital performed, and that are summarized below, were those that in the
exercise of Petro Capital's professional judgment were most relevant to determining the fairness of the Petrohawk transaction, taken as a whole,
to Beta from a financial point of view. The opinion is based upon Petro Capital's consideration of the collective results of all such analyses.
While Petro Capital did not assign specific weights to any of the analyses performed by it, Petro Capital believes that each of the analyses
performed by it supported its opinion as to the fairness of the Petrohawk transaction, taken as a whole, to Beta from a financial point of view.

        Set forth below are descriptions of the six analyses performed by Petro Capital, including the results of such analyses.

        Comparable Company Trading Analysis.    Petro Capital compared the valuations of public exploration and production companies that it
believed were comparable to Beta with the levels of earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization ("EBITDA") of those
companies for the last twelve months ("LTM") and the estimated levels of EBITDA for the fiscal years ending 2003 and 2004 and latest proved
reserves to determine an implied range of multiples of each of the listed measures. Petro Capital calculated a range of enterprise values for Beta
based on the range of multiples selected from analyzing the comparable valuations that could be used to calculate the enterprise values of the
comparable companies.

        For purposes of this analysis, Petro Capital determined in its professional judgment that the following companies in the exploration and
production sector were most comparable to Beta:

�
Callon Petroleum Company

�
Equity Oil Company

�
Edge Petroleum Corporation

�
Energy Partners, Ltd.

�
Goodrich Petroleum Corporation

�
Mission Resources Corporation

�
PrimeEnergy Corporation

        Based upon its analysis of the comparable company valuations indications, Petro Capital determined the following range of multiples for
the following indications:

Indication High Low Median Selected Range of Multiples

EBITDA
LTM 13.3x 3.8x 6.2x 5.5x - 8.0x
2003E 6.4x 3.5x 5.3x 4.5x - 6.0x
2004E 4.5x 2.6x 3.6x 2.5x - 4.0x

Proved Reserves $1.77/Mcfe $0.78/Mcfe $1.55/Mcfe $1.25/Mcfe - $1.75/Mcfe
        Based on these ranges of multiples, Petro Capital derived equity values for Beta, without giving effect to any of the transactions
contemplated in this proxy statement, of $1.00 to $1.90 per share.
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        Comparable Acquisition Analysis.    Petro Capital also reviewed the following transactions proposed or completed from January 1, 2002
until November 4, 2003:

Target Company Acquiring Company

Contour Energy Company Samson Investment Co.
CanScot Resources Ltd. APF Energy Trust
Private Investors Hilcorp Energy
Oxley Petroleum Company Chesapeake Energy Corp.
GREKA Energy Corp. Private Investors
National Energy Group, Inc. American Real Estate Partners
Matador Petroleum Corp. Tom Brown, Inc.
Carbon Energy Corporation Evergreen Resources, Inc.
EXCO Resources Inc. Ares Management/Cerberus Capital
Ocean Energy, Inc. Devon Energy Corp.
Le Norman Partners, LLC Patina Oil & Gas Corporation
3TEC Energy Corp. Plains Exploration & Production Co.
Elysium Energy, LLC Patina Oil & Gas Corporation
Bravo Natural Resources Patina Oil & Gas Corporation
Le Norman Energy Patina Oil & Gas Corporation
Mallon Resources Corp. Black Hills Corp.
Howell Corp. Anadarko Petroleum Corp.
Athanor Resources, Inc. Nuevo Energy Company
Pure Resources Inc. Unocal Corp.
Ricks Exploration, Inc. Concho Oil & Gas
EnCana Corp. Chesapeake Energy Corp.
Summit Resources Ltd. Paramount Resources Ltd.
Maynard Oil Company Plantation Petroleum Holdings LLC
Canaan Energy Corp. Chesapeake Energy Corp.
Alberta Energy Co. Ltd. EnCana Corp.
        Petro Capital compared the prices paid or proposed to be paid in these transactions with the proved reserves and LTM EBITDA of the
target companies to determine an implied range of multiples of each of the listed measures. Petro Capital calculated a range of enterprise values
for Beta based on the range of multiples selected from analyzing the comparable transactions.

        Based on its analysis of the comparable transaction indications, Petro Capital selected the following range of multiples:

Indication High Low Median Selected Range of Multiples

EBITDA LTM 18.0x 2.9x 8.7x 7.0x - 9.0x
Proved Reserves $1.45/Mcfe $0.52/Mcfe $1.05/Mcfe $1.00/Mcfe - $1.45/Mcfe
        Based on these ranges of multiples, Petro Capital derived equity values for Beta, without giving effect to any of the transactions
contemplated in this proxy statement, of $1.00 to $1.95 per share.

        Discounted Cash Flow Analysis.    Petro Capital used certain financial projections prepared by Beta's management with respect to the years
2003 through 2008 to determine a range of enterprise values from operations for Beta. Using these projections, Petro Capital determined the
enterprise value of Beta by first deriving free cash flow for Beta during the projection period. Beta's net cash flow consisted of free cash flow
generated from Beta's business operations less the outlays needed to support Beta's business operations. The net cash flow was discounted to the
present using a discount rate that gave consideration to the inherent riskiness of the net cash flows and prevailing market

22

interest rates. Petro Capital used a discount rate range of between 11.9% and 15.9% in connection with the analysis.

        To determine the portion of the enterprise value from operations attributable to periods beyond 2008, Petro Capital determined a terminal
value of Beta using two approaches: (i) by applying a multiple range of 4.0x to 6.5x to Beta's projected EBITDA for fiscal year 2008 and (ii) by
applying an annual growth rate range of 2.0% to 4.0% to Beta's cash flow starting in 2008. Petro Capital then discounted this terminal value to
the present at a discount rate range between 11.9% and 15.9%.
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        Based on the discounted cash flow methodology described above, Petro Capital derived equity values for Beta, without giving effect to any
of the transactions contemplated in this proxy statement, of $1.30 to $2.50 per share.

        Break-Up Asset Valuation.    Petro Capital analyzed the value of Beta's assets based on book value and market value. The implied
enterprise value of Beta includes the value of the proved reserves, the undeveloped acreage, the pipeline and Beta's working capital. Assuming
the break-up of Beta's assets as of September 30, 2003, Petro Capital determined a range of enterprise values for Beta based on these
assumptions.

        Based on the break-up asset methodology described above, Petro Capital derived equity values for Beta, without giving effect to any of the
transactions contemplated in this proxy statement, of $1.00 to $1.75 per share.

        Premiums Paid Analysis.    Petro Capital analyzed the premiums paid for all companies, and specifically for oil and gas companies in which
more than 50% of the post-transaction equity of the target was acquired. The data reviewed for all companies only included those companies
with a market capitalization, pre-transaction of less than $100 million. Both analyses reviewed transactions that occurred in the last twelve
months and the last three years. Petro Capital analyzed the premiums paid for these companies based on their value one day, one week and four
weeks prior to the investment trading prices.
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        Based upon its analysis of the premiums paid valuations indications, Petro Capital determined the following range of premiums for the
indicated time periods:

Indication High Low Average

Oil and Gas Companies (LTM)
1 Day 96.7% (10.3%) 29.3%
1 Week 82.1% (12.1%) 27.3%
4 Weeks 77.5% (13.3%) 26.6%

All Companies (LTM)
1 Day NM NM 35.5%
1 Week NM NM 38.8%
4 Weeks NM NM 47.4%

Oil and Gas Companies (Last 3 Years)
1 Day 96.7% (26.7%) 18.3%
1 Week 85.2% (17.8%) 23.4%
4 Weeks 83.1% (13.3%) 25.7%

All Companies (Last 3 Years)
1 Day NM NM 26.6%
1 Week NM NM 29.9%
4 Weeks NM NM 33.6%

Relevant Range

1 Day 15% - 25%
1 Week 20% - 30%
4 Weeks 25% - 35%

        Based on these ranges of premiums, Petro Capital derived equity values for Beta, without giving effect to any of the transactions
contemplated in this proxy statement, of $1.55 to $2.10 per share.

        Valuation Analysis of Beta.    In order to calculate the range of equity value per share from the range of enterprise values, Petro Capital
made the following adjustments:

�
added Beta's existing cash balance of approximately $1.9 million at September 30, 2003;
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�
deducted Beta's existing debt of approximately $13.4 million at September 30, 2003;

�
deducted the liquidation value of Beta's existing preferred stock of approximately $5.7 million at September 30, 2003; and

�
divided by approximately 12.6 million shares outstanding.

        Private Investment in Public Equities (PIPE) Study.    In addition to the valuations described above, Petro Capital analyzed 50 PIPE
transactions closed from September 8, 2003 until October 17, 2003. Of these transactions:

�
43 involved issuances of common stock; and

�
7 involved issuances of convertible debt.

        Petro Capital also analyzed 38 PIPE transactions by only exploration and production companies closed from March 8, 2001 until October
17, 2003. Of these transactions:

�
32 involved issuances of common stock; and

�
6 involved issuances of convertible debt.
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         Empirical data observed in this analysis of all PIPE transactions indicate that 55% of the companies that issued common stock or
convertible debt in PIPE transactions issued warrants in connection with the common stock or convertible debt. The ratios of the prices at which
the common stock transactions analyzed in all companies were consummated compared to the pre-transaction market value of the underlying
securities indicated a range of price to market value from a 66.8% discount to a 4.7% premium. The ratios of the prices at which the common
stock transactions analyzed in exploration and production companies were consummated compared to the pre-transaction market value of the
underlying securities indicated a range of price to market value from a 64.3% discount to a 2.0% discount. The $1.65 per share price in the
Petrohawk transaction (ignoring, for this purpose, any value attributable to the warrants) represents an approximately 8.6% premium to the
average closing price of Beta's common stock for the last 30 trading days ending on November 4, 2003. The $2.00 conversion price of the
convertible notes in the Petrohawk transaction represents an approximately 31.6% premium to the average closing price of Beta's common stock
for the last 30 trading days ending on November 4, 2003.

        The empirical data observed in the PIPE transactions study indicate that the terms of the sale of the common stock, warrants and
convertible note, including the purchase price discount or premium to market price and warrant coverage, were within the ranges observed for
other recent comparable financings.

Conclusion

        Based on the analyses described above, Petro Capital determined that, as of the date of the opinion, the Petrohawk transaction, taken as a
whole, is fair to Beta from a financial point of view.

        Petro Capital was not asked to opine and did not express any opinion as to: (i) the tax or legal consequences of the Petrohawk transaction or
the transaction documents; (ii) the realizable value of Beta's common stock or the prices at which our common stock may trade; or (iii) the
fairness of any specific term of the Petrohawk transaction or any other aspect of the Petrohawk transaction not expressly addressed in the
opinion.

        The opinion does not address the underlying business decision of Beta to effect the Petrohawk transaction or to enter into the transaction
documents; nor does it constitute a recommendation or investment advice to any stockholder as to whether the stockholder should vote in favor
of the portions of the Petrohawk transaction that are subject to stockholder approval.
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        Petro Capital was not requested to, and it did not, solicit third party indications of interest in acquiring all or any part of Beta. Petro Capital
did not assist in the negotiation of any non-economic terms of the Petrohawk transaction or the transaction documents and did not advise us with
respect to any alternatives to the Petrohawk transaction.

        The summary set forth above describes the material points of more detailed analyses performed by Petro Capital in arriving at the opinion.
The preparation of a fairness opinion is a complex analytical process involving various determinations as to the most appropriate and relevant
methods of financial analyses and application of those methods to the particular circumstances and is, therefore, not readily susceptible to
summary description. In arriving at the opinion, Petro Capital did not attribute any particular weight to any analysis or factor considered by it,
but rather made qualitative judgments as to the significance and relevance of each analysis and factor. Accordingly, Petro Capital believes that
its analyses and the summary set forth herein must be considered as a whole and that selecting portions of its analyses or portions of this
summary, without considering all analyses and factors, or all portions of this summary, could create an incomplete and/or inaccurate view of the
processes underlying the analyses performed in connection with rendering the opinion. In its analyses, Petro Capital made numerous
assumptions, many of which involve facts or actions which are beyond our control, with respect to Beta, the Petrohawk transaction, the
consummation of the Petrohawk transaction in
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accordance with the transaction documents, industry performance, general business, economic, market and financial conditions and other
matters, and the accuracy and completeness of the information provided to it by Beta's management (including without limitation, Beta's
financial forecasts and projections). The estimates contained in such analyses are not necessarily indicative of actual values or predictive of
future results or values, which may be more or less favorable than suggested by such analyses. Additionally, analyses relating to the value of our
business or securities are not appraisals. Accordingly, such analyses and estimates are inherently subject to substantial uncertainty.

        Under our engagement letter with Petro Capital, we have agreed to pay Petro Capital fees totaling $600,000 in connection with the
Petrohawk transaction, including a fee of $100,000 for the fairness opinion. The balance of this fee is contingent on the consummation of the
Petrohawk transaction. In addition, we have paid Petro Capital a monthly retainer of $6,250 (which is expected to continue through the closing)
and we have agreed, among other things, to reimburse Petro Capital for certain of its reasonable out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection
with the services provided by Petro Capital, and to indemnify and hold harmless Petro Capital and other related parties from and against various
liabilities and expenses, which may include liabilities under the federal securities laws, in connection with its engagement.

Certain Risks Associated with the Proposed Petrohawk Transaction

        In addition to the other information contained in this proxy statement, in determining whether to approve the Petrohawk transaction, our
board of directors did consider, and, in determining how to vote on this proposal, each of you should consider the following important factors:

        Our stockholders will experience substantial dilution.    The consummation of the Petrohawk transaction will have an immediate dilutive
effect on the ownership interests and voting power of our existing stockholders and the future voting power of warrant and stock option holders.
Upon closing the Petrohawk transaction, Petrohawk will own approximately 55% of our outstanding shares of common stock (which will
represent approximately 54% of the total voting shares after taking into account the outstanding voting shares of our preferred stock). As a
consequence, for as long as Petrohawk retains over 50% of the total voting shares, Petrohawk will have complete control over the election of
directors and many other matters that may be presented to the stockholders from time to time. Conversion of the convertible note into common
stock or exercise of the warrants will further dilute the voting rights of existing stockholders.

        Petrohawk will assume control of our management.    Following the closing, there is to be a board of directors consisting of seven
members. Under the terms of the purchase agreement, Petrohawk and its owners will designate six of the seven members. In addition, Floyd C.
Wilson, the president and chief executive officer of Petrohawk, will become the chairman of the board, president and chief executive officer of
Beta. See "Director and Executive Officer Information � Directors" for information regarding Mr. Wilson and the other persons who will become
members of our board of directors. We anticipate that most or all of our current management personnel will have their employment with us
terminated or will resign.

        The amount of our indebtedness will increase significantly.    At September 30, 2003, our long-term indebtedness was $13,284,652, with
a debt to equity ratio of approximately 0.45 to 1.0. As a result of the Petrohawk transaction, our long-term indebtedness will increase by
$21.7 million which is, the original principal amount of the convertible note of $35 million to be issued to Petrohawk less the immediate
paydown of an existing long-term debt of $13,284,152, and we estimate that we will then have a debt to equity ratio of approximately 0.65 to
1.0. See "Unaudited Pro Forma Consolidated Financial Information.". Thus, the indebtedness incurred with respect to the convertible note is
material in relation to our current level of indebtedness, our ability to service the debt from our operating cash flow and, if the convertible note is
not converted to common stock, our ability to repay
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the principal amount of the debt in full at maturity. See "Terms of the Petrohawk Transaction�Terms of the Note" and "Unaudited Pro Forma
Consolidated Financial Information."

        We may not be able to profitably deploy the funds that we will receive.    If we complete the Petrohawk transaction, our growth and
profitability will be largely dependent upon our ability to profitably deploy the $60,000,000 in new capital that we will receive. Prices of oil and
natural gas are higher than they have been in recent years. As a result, acquisition prices of producing oil and gas properties, the costs of
obtaining leases and drilling oil and gas wells and acquiring other oil and gas companies are expected to be higher than in recent periods. The
prices of oil and gas production are volatile and could decline significantly in the future. Also, the funds provided in the Petrohawk transaction
may not be adequate to complete a specific acquisition or acquisitions we may pursue, in which case we may seek additional funds by incurring
additional indebtedness, issuing additional equity securities, or by other means. This could increase even more the risks of being able to produce
a profitable return for our stockholders. Currently, we have no agreements, arrangements or understandings with respect to our acquisition of
any entity or business except it is anticipated that the properties of Petrohawk will be offered to us after closing. See "Information About
Petrohawk�Properties and Operations."

        Petrohawk's ownership position could inhibit takeover offers from other companies.    After the closing, the significant ownership
interests of Petrohawk could effectively deter a third party from making an offer to buy us, which might involve a premium over the current
stock price or other benefits for stockholders, or otherwise prevent changes in the control or management of us. Except as described under
"Terms of the Stockholders Agreement" there are no restrictions, in the form of a standstill agreement or otherwise, on the ability of Petrohawk
or its affiliates to purchase additional Beta securities and thereby further consolidate its ownership interest.

        The warrants and the conversion rights under the convertible note could result in significant "market overhang" which could restrain
or limit increases in the market value of our stock.    The 10,000,000 warrants to be issued to Petrohawk will be exercisable at any time over
the five-year period beginning with the closing at an exercise price of $1.65 per share. Additionally, beginning with the second anniversary of
the closing and until its maturity at the end of five years, the $35 million convertible note will be convertible into shares of common stock at a
conversion price of $2.00 per share. The availability of these shares at these prices could discourage potential investors in our common stock
from paying as much for our shares as they would if these shares did not exist. This could restrict increases in the value of our common stock
that might otherwise occur without this "market overhang."

        Consummation of the Petrohawk transaction will substantially limit our ability to use our current net operating loss carryforwards to
offset future income for Federal income tax purposes.    Because Petrohawk will obtain more than 50% of the voting power of our outstanding
capital stock, we will be limited in the amount of our net operating loss carryforwards that we will be able to use on an annual basis to offset our
taxable income for Federal income tax purposes. See "Tax Consequences" below. This will defer to a material extent, and could eliminate
altogether, a portion of the future economic benefit that we would otherwise be entitled to under the current Federal income tax laws as a result
of our past operating losses.

        Our financial advisor who rendered the fairness opinion to our board has a substantial financial interest in the consummation of the
Petrohawk transaction.    Under the terms of its amended engagement letter with us, Petro Capital received $100,000 in connection with the
delivery of its fairness opinion to the board of directors. In addition, it has been paid and will continue to be paid a monthly fee of $6,250 unless
and until the Petrohawk transaction closes, at which time the monthly fee will terminate. If the Petrohawk transaction is completed, Petro Capital
will be paid an additional $500,000 fee (for a total of $600,000, including the fee for the fairness opinion to the board). Thus, there is a
substantial financial incentive to the board's financial advisor for the Petrohawk transaction to be approved and closed.
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        If the Petrohawk transaction is consummated, we will be restricted from competing in certain areas of South Louisiana until June 4,
2004, due to an existing non-competition agreement to which Floyd C. Wilson is subject.    Floyd C. Wilson, the chairman of the board,
president and chief executive officer of Petrohawk, is subject to a non-competition agreement with Plains Exploration & Production Company.
If the Petrohawk transaction is consummated, Mr. Wilson will become our chairman of the board, president and chief executive officer. Also,
the properties and operations of Petrohawk are expected to be transferred to Beta after the closing, including the obligations and restrictions
applicable to Petrohawk under the exploration agreement with Plains Exploration & Production Company. Our existing properties and
operations in Louisiana would violate Mr. Wilson's non-competition agreement with Plains Exploration & Production Company. In connection
with obtaining the waiver from the restrictions of that agreement, Petrohawk has entered into the exploration agreement which is described
below under the caption "Information About Petrohawk-Agreements with Plains Exploration & Production Company." The waiver does not
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cover all of our properties and proposed activities in this area. Consequently, we might be required to sell all or some of the properties in this
area which are not included in the waiver. The reserves associated with these properties represent approximately 7% of our total proved reserve
volume.

Interests of Certain Persons in the Petrohawk Transaction

        In considering the recommendation of the board with respect to the Petrohawk transaction, stockholders should be aware that certain
persons have interests in the Petrohawk transaction that may be in addition to, or different from, the interests of stockholders in general. The
board was aware of these interests and considered them along with the other matters described herein in approving the Petrohawk transaction
and determining to recommend the Petrohawk transaction to the stockholders for approval.

        Our board of directors approved a severance arrangement for all of our employees in connection with the consummation of the Petrohawk
transaction. Under this arrangement, all outstanding stock options will vest in full and the options will continue to be exercisable for a five-year
period from the date of closing even if the employment of the option holder is terminated. Under the current option provisions, only a portion of
the options are currently exercisable (the remaining options vest over time) and would terminate at the end of 90 days following termination of
the employment of the option holder. In addition, under certain conditions each employee will receive a severance payment equal to a stated
multiple of his or her monthly salary. Mr. David A. Wilkins, our president and chief executive officer, and Joseph L. Burnett, our chief financial
officer hold options or warrants covering 600,000 shares and 255,000 shares respectively, and may be eligible to receive severance payments of
$160,000 and $125,000 respectively, which equal one year's salary.

Information About Petrohawk

        Petrohawk Energy, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company was formed in Delaware in 2003. Petrohawk is a privately held company
and is engaged in the acquisition, development, production and exploration of oil and natural gas. As a result of the Petrohawk transaction,
Petrohawk will own approximately 55% of the Company but our stockholders will acquire no interest in Petrohawk or its other assets or
operations except to the extent they are subsequently sold to us. Even though we will continue to be publicly held, we will be, in effect, the
majority-owned operating subsidiary for Petrohawk's oil and gas exploration, development and production operations. Factual information about
Petrohawk in this section has been requested by Petrohawk.

        Properties and Operations.    The primary areas of Petrohawk's activity have been in the Barnett Shale trend of North Texas and in the
state waters of Louisiana. Since its formation, Petrohawk has acquired undeveloped acreage, seismic data, producing properties with associated
production facilities and participated in the drilling of wells. Petrohawk owns five producing wells in the Barnett Shale

28

trend, one producing well in the Breton Sound area of offshore Louisiana and one shut-in well in Breton Sound which it is in the process of
hooking up. In total, Petrohawk owns interests in 7 gross and 6.45 net wells with current net production of approximately 1 Mmcfe per day. As
of December 31, 2003, Petrohawk owns approximately 4.418 gross acres (1,895 net acres) of undeveloped leasehold acreage and has
participated in the drilling of two gross gas wells (one net gas well). Petrohawk may acquire additional properties or sell a portion of its
properties prior to closing.

        Petrohawk has stated that after closing, it intends to offer for sale all of its oil and gas properties to us. The post-closing board of directors
of Beta will form a committee of disinterested directors with no financial interest in Petrohawk to evaluate and consider approval of the
transaction. It is expected that the disinterested director committee will engage a financial advisor to provide a fairness opinion for the
transaction and that the disinterested director committee will engage a third party oil and gas property appraiser to prepare a fair market value
report of the Petrohawk properties. If the disinterested director committee, after reviewing the fairness opinion and other information related to
the transaction, concludes that the purchase price offered by Petrohawk for its properties is fair to Beta, then the transaction will close. If the
disinterested director committee concludes that the transaction is not fair to Beta, then the disinterested director committee will attempt to
renegotiate the purchase price or the transaction will not close and Petrohawk will continue to own the properties.

        Agreements with Plains Exploration & Production Company.    In connection with the acquisition of 3TEC Energy Corporation by Plains
Exploration & Production Company, Mr. Wilson entered into a noncompetition agreement with Plains in which he agreed not to compete with
Plains in certain areas of south Louisiana until June 4, 2004. Mr. Wilson has also agreed not to become a director or an employee of any
company that competes with Plains in that same area for that same period. We have properties in the areas covered by the noncompetition
agreement. Plains and Mr. Wilson entered into a partial waiver of noncompetition agreement dated December 11, 2003 in which Plains waived
its rights to enforce the terms of the noncompetition agreement with respect to activities covered by the Exploration Agreement described below
and also waived its rights to enforce the terms of the noncompetition agreement with respect to 12 specific wells, 10 of which are owned by us
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and two of which are owned by Petrohawk. We currently have three wells in the noncompetition area that are not covered by the Partial Waiver.
If the Partial Waiver is not amended to include these wells prior to closing of the transaction with Petrohawk, and we still own these wells, Mr.
Wilson will be in violation of the noncompetion agreement and we may be forced to sell the wells.

        In connection with obtaining the partial waiver of the noncompetition agreement, Petrohawk entered into an exploration agreement with
Plains. Under this agreement, Petrohawk and Plains have mutually agreed to conduct joint activities in a certain area of offshore Louisiana
covering approximately 82,500 acres. The agreement was entered into on December 11, 2003, and is for a five year term.

        Under the agreement, Petrohawk has agreed to purchase a one-quarter interest in the leases associated with the first 10 prospect areas
proposed by Plains. On the first well on the first five prospects, Petrohawk has agreed to pay for one-third of all drilling costs even though it is
receiving a one-quarter interest. In addition, Petrohawk has agreed to pay to Plains a prospect fee of $75,000 for each exploratory well in which
Petrohawk participates.

        If Petrohawk does not participate in at least five exploratory prospects during the term of the agreement and at least five exploratory
prospects have been proposed by Plains, Petrohawk is required to pay Plains $300,000 multiplied by the difference between five and the number
of wells participated in by Petrohawk. In addition, if Petrohawk elects not to participate in an exploratory well on a prospect proposed by Plans,
Petrohawk will forfeit all of the leases in that prospect that it has acquired.

        Petrohawk intends to assign its rights and commitments under these agreements to Beta after the closing of the Petrohawk transaction. If
this occurs, we will become subject to the commitments and
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restrictions in, and entitled to the benefits of, the exploration agreement as well as the partial waiver of the noncompetition agreement.

Transaction Documents

        Stockholders should consider the following summary of the terms of the Petrohawk transaction before voting on the Petrohawk transaction.
This summary is qualified in its entirety by reference to the following documents:

�
the Securities Purchase Agreement, a copy of which is attached to this proxy statement as Appendix A;

�
the Convertible Promissory Note, a form of which is attached to this proxy statement as Appendix B;

�
the Warrant Certificate, a form of which is attached to this proxy statement as Appendix C;

�
the Registration Rights Agreement, a form of which is attached to this proxy statement as Appendix D;

�
the Stockholders Agreement, a form of which is attached to this proxy statement as Appendix E;

(collectively, with all other documents issued or executed in connection with or ancillary to the Petrohawk transaction, the "Petrohawk
transaction documents").

Terms of the Purchase Agreement

        Pursuant to the terms of the purchase agreement, and subject to the conditions contained therein, we have agreed to issue to Petrohawk for
an aggregate of $60,000,000 in cash:

�
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15,151,515 shares of our common stock;

�
five year warrants entitling the holder to purchase up to 10,000,000 shares of common stock for an exercise price of $1.65
per share; and

�
a convertible promissory note in the original principal amount of $35,000,000 which is convertible after two years into
common stock at a conversion price of $2.00 per share.

The exercise price of the warrants and the conversion price of the convertible note are subject to adjustment in the event of the issuance of stock
dividends, stock splits and similar events. See "Terms of the Convertible Note" and "Terms of the Warrants" below.

        The closing is subject to the satisfaction of certain conditions precedent, as discussed more fully below. The closing will occur on a date
promptly following the satisfaction of the conditions to closing described below in "�Conditions to Purchase" and "�Conditions to Sale," or on
such other date as we and Petrohawk mutually agree. The purchase agreement provides that if the closing has not occurred on or before April 30,
2004, either party can terminate the agreement.

Conditions to Purchase

        The obligation of Petrohawk to purchase the securities under the purchase agreement is subject to the satisfaction of the following
conditions:

�
We must have received a consent from our senior lender.

�
The parties will have entered into the registration rights agreement.

�
Petrohawk shall have received customary closing certificates from one of our authorized officers certifying as to certain of
the closing conditions.
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�
Petrohawk shall have received an opinion from our counsel, Conner & Winters, P.C., with respect to certain matters.

�
Petrohawk shall have received all resolutions, certificates and documents it may request relating to organization, good
standing, corporate authority, enforceability of the purchase agreement, stock ownership, documents necessary to increase
our outstanding capital and other related matters.

�
The common stock and the shares of stock issuable upon exercise of the warrants and conversion of the convertible note
shall have been approved for listing on The Nadsaq National Market, subject to official notice of issuance.

�
Resignations shall have been received from all of our officers and all of our directors except                                  (who is the
only member of our board who will continue as a director following the closing) and the actions necessary to appoint the
new board of directors effective as of the closing shall have been taken.

�
No default in the convertible note shall have occurred which is continuing.

�
Our representations and warranties in the purchase agreement and other transaction documents shall be true and correct in all
material respects.
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�
No event shall have occurred or a condition exist which is a material adverse effect on our or our subsidiaries' financial
condition, business, assets, properties, prospects or results of operations.

�
We shall have paid or made arrangements to pay all Petrohawk's expenses in connection with the Petrohawk transaction.

�
Stockholder approval of Proposal No. 1 shall have been obtained.

Conditions to Sale

        Our obligation to sell the securities is subject to the satisfaction of the following conditions precedent on or before the closing date:

�
The parties will have entered into the registration rights agreement.

�
We shall have received from Petrohawk customary closing certificates from one of its authorized officers certifying as to
certain of the closing conditions.

�
We shall have received an opinion from Petrohawk's counsel, Hinkle Elkouri Law Firm L.L.C., with respect to certain
matters.

�
We shall have received copies of all resolutions, certificates and documents we may request relating to organization, good
standing, authority, enforceability of the purchase agreement, and other related matters.

�
Petrohawk's representations and warranties in the purchase agreement and other transaction documents shall be true and
correct in all material respects.

�
Stockholder approval of Proposal No. 1 shall have been obtained.

Representations and Warranties

        The purchase agreement contains numerous representations and warranties we have made with respect to matters related to us and in certain
instances, our subsidiaries. In certain cases, these
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representations are subject to specified exceptions and qualifications. The matters covered by the representations and warranties include:

�
corporate organization and existence and similar corporate matters;

�
corporate and governmental authorization to enter into the transaction documents;

�
validity and binding effect of the transaction documents;

�
our capitalization;

�
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due authorization, valid issuance and full payment of securities to be issued pursuant to the transaction documents;

�
the preparation of our financial statements and their fair presentation of our financial condition;

�
no material adverse effect on us since September 30, 2003;

�
material agreements;

�
debt documents regarding our senior credit agreement;

�
investments;

�
outstanding debt;

�
transactions with affiliates;

�
employment matters;

�
litigation or claims involving us or our subsidiaries or our respective officers, directors or employees or our business, assets
or properties;

�
employee benefits plans;

�
payment of taxes and filing of tax returns;

�
title to assets;

�
possession of licenses and permits;

�
rights to intellectual property and other intellectual property matters;

�
compliance with applicable laws;

�
environmental matters and compliance with environmental laws;

�
our fiscal year;

�
no events that would be defaults under the terms of the convertible note;

�
insurance policies;
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�
government regulation regarding the incurrence of debt;

�
compliance with securities laws;

�
brokers;

�
our filings with the SEC;

�
no inquiries by the SEC;

�
compliance with oil and gas laws, leases and practices;

�
obligations to plug and abandon wells;

�
royalty shares in oil and gas leases;

�
oil and gas leases;

�
timeliness of receipt of proceeds from oil and gas interests;

�
take or pay arrangements;

�
imbalances of production;

�
financial and commodity hedging;

�
books and records;

�
information provided for the proved reserves report;

�
nature of our assets;

�
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 compliance;

�
Nasdaq Marketplace Rules compliance;

�
dissenters' rights;

�
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application of Nevada control shares statute;

�
no untrue statements.

        The purchase agreement also contains representations and warranties of Petrohawk that are, in certain cases, subject to specified exceptions
and qualifications. The matters covered by Petrohawk's representations and warranties include:

�
limited liability company organization and existence and similar limited liability company matters;

�
limited liability company and governmental authorization to enter into the transaction documents;

�
validity and binding effect of the transaction documents;

�
brokers;

�
payment of taxes and filing of tax returns;

�
legal proceedings;

�
financing;

�
contracts and commitments to which we may become subject after the closing;

�
no untrue statements.
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Covenants

        The purchase agreement contains the following covenants and agreements.

�
Insurance.  We are required to maintain the amounts and types of insurance as are currently in effect.

�
Payment of Taxes and Claims.  At all times prior to closing, we are required to pay all taxes and all material claims for sums
which have become due and payable.

�
Compliance with Laws and Documents.  We are required to comply in all material respects with the provisions of all laws,
charter documents and every material agreement to which we or our subsidiaries are a party.

�
Operation of Properties and Equipment.  We are required to maintain, preserve and keep all operating equipment in proper
repair, working order and condition in a manner and to the extent consistent with past practice.

�
Additional Documents.  At or prior to closing, we are required to cure promptly any defects in the creation and issuance of
the common stock, the convertible note and the warrants, and the delivery of the purchase agreement and other transaction
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documents and, upon reasonable request, deliver all documents as may be reasonably necessary in connection with the
covenants in the Petrohawk transaction documents.

�
Maintenance of Books and Records.  We are required to maintain proper books and records in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles ("GAAP").

�
Environmental Matters.  We are required to comply in all material respects with all environmental laws and laws applicable
to our properties and operations. We are also required to notify Petrohawk of any hazardous discharge or the receipt of any
environmental complaint relating to the property or assets owned by us or our subsidiaries.

�
Access to Information.  At all times prior to closing, we are required to afford Petrohawk and its representatives access to our
books and records, properties and personnel as Petrohawk may reasonably request and to provide Petrohawk with financial
and operating data.

�
Conduct of Business of the Company Pending Closing.  Except as contemplated by the purchase agreement or as Petrohawk
shall agree in writing, during the period from the date of the purchase agreement to the closing, we are required to conduct
our operations in the ordinary course of business consistent with past practice and to use all reasonable efforts to preserve
intact our and our subsidiaries' business organizations, assets, prospects and advantageous business relationships, to keep
available the services of our officers and key employees and to maintain relationships with our licensors, licensees,
suppliers, contractors, distributors, customers and others having business relationships with us. We will not, without the
written consent of Petrohawk:

�
amend or propose to change our or our subsidiaries' charter documents;

�
split, combine or reclassify any shares of our capital stock;

�
declare, pay or set aside for payment any dividend or other distribution in respect of our capital stock other than
regular dividends under the preferred stock;

�
redeem, purchase or otherwise acquire any shares of our capital stock or other securities;

�
except as permitted by the purchase agreement or as required by outstanding stock options, warrants and
convertible stock, authorize for issuance, issue, sell or deliver, or agree or
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commit to issue, sell or deliver any of our capital stock or any securities convertible into shares of our capital
stock;

�
except as permitted by the purchase agreement, enter into any amendment of any term of any outstanding security;

�
except as permitted by the purchase agreement, incur any indebtedness except trade debt in the ordinary course of
business and debt pursuant to existing credit facilities;

�
except as permitted by the purchase agreement, fail to make any contribution to any pension plans;

�
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except as permitted by the purchase agreement, increase compensation or grant bonuses or other benefits payable,
or modify or amend any employment or severance agreements;

�
except as permitted by the purchase agreement, settle any pending litigation other than in the ordinary course of
business;

�
incur any material liability or obligation other than in the ordinary course of business;

�
issue any debt securities;

�
assume the obligation or be responsible for the obligations of any other person;

�
change any assumption underlying, or methods of calculating any bad debt;

�
enter into, adopt or amend any employment agreement or pension plan;

�
grant or become obligated to grant any increase in compensation to officers, directors or employees;

�
acquire any corporation, partnership or other business organization or make any investment in any person;

�
pay, discharge or satisfy any material claims, liabilities or obligations other than in the ordinary course of business
of liabilities reflected or reserved against on our financial statements or subsequently incurred in the ordinary
course of business or disclosed pursuant to the purchase agreement;

�
acquire any material assets or properties or dispose of, mortgage or encumber any material assets or properties
other than in the ordinary course of business;

�
waive, release, grant or transfer any material rights or modify in any material respect any existing material license,
lease contract or other document other than in the ordinary course of business and consistent with past practice;

�
sell, lease, license or otherwise surrender or dispose of any assets or properties with an aggregate fair market value
exceeding $50,000;

�
settle a material audit, make or change any material tax election or file any material amended tax return;

�
change any method of accounting or accounting practice except as required by GAAP;

�
take any action that would give rise to a claim under the WARN Act or any similar law because of a plant closing
or mass layoff;

�
except as disclosed to Petrohawk, become bound or obligated to participate in any operation, or consent to
participate in any operation, with respect to oil and gas interests that will individually cost in excess of $50,000
unless the operation is a currently existing obligation or necessary to maintain an oil and gas interest;
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�
fail to timely meet any royalty payment obligations under our oil and gas leases;

�
enter into any futures, hedge, swap, collar, put, call, floor, cap, option or other contracts intended to benefit from
or reduce or eliminate the risk of fluctuations in the price of commodities with a duration of more than three
months;

�
enter into any fixed price commodity sales agreement with a duration of more than three months;

�
adopt, amend or assume an obligation to contribute to any employee benefit plan or arrangement or collective
bargaining agreement;

�
enter into any employment, severance or similar contract with any person or amend any such existing contracts to
increase amounts payable or benefits;

�
engage in any transaction in connection with which we could be subjected to either a civil penalty or a tax under
employee benefits laws;

�
terminate any pension plan in a manner or take any action with respect to any pension plan that could result in our
liability to any person;

�
take any action that could adversely affect the qualification of any pension plan or its compliance with employee
benefits laws;

�
fail to make payment under the provisions of any pension plan, agreement relating thereto or applicable law;

�
fail to file all reports and forms required by federal regulations with respect to any pension plan;

�
approve the grant of stock options or restricted stock for employees or terminate any employee entitled to any
severance payment upon termination;

�
organize or acquire any person that could become a subsidiary;

�
enter into any commitment or agreement to license or purchase seismic data that will cost in excess of $50,000
other than pursuant to an agreement or commitment existing on the date of the purchase agreement; or

�
take any action or agree to take any of the foregoing actions or any action which would make any representation or
warranty in the purchase agreement untrue or incorrect.

�
Special Meeting.  We will take all action necessary in accordance with law and our organizational documents to call and
hold a special meeting of stockholders as promptly as practicable to vote upon the items included in this proxy statement.
The board of directors shall, subject to its fiduciary duties:

�
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recommend to the stockholders that they adopt and approve the Petrohawk transaction, the amendment of the
articles of incorporation and other matters included in this proxy statement,

�
use its reasonable best efforts to solicit proxies in favor of such adoption and approval, and

�
take all other action reasonable necessary to secure a vote in favor of such adoption and approval.

�
Continuation of Indemnification.  After the closing, for a period of at least five years, Beta and Petrohawk will use all
reasonable efforts to cause us to continue to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the officers, directors and employees of us
and our subsidiaries who were officers, directors or employees prior to the closing from and against all losses or liabilities
which are due
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to such positions or arising out of the Petrohawk transaction. After the closing, Beta will and Petrohawk will use all
reasonable efforts to cause our officers and directors liability insurance to remain in effect.

�
No Shop Covenant.

        Until the termination of the purchase agreement, we have committed that we shall not, and shall cause our officers,
directors, employees or other agents not to:

�
take any action to solicit, initiate or encourage any "company acquisition proposal" (as defined below), or

�
engage in discussions or negotiations with, or disclose any nonpublic information or afford access to our books
and records to any person who may be considering making, or has made a company acquisition proposal.

However, this does not prohibit us or our board of directors from:

�
in response to a third party inquiry, stating that we are precluded from discussion or negotiations;

�
taking and disclosing a position with respect to a tender offer; or

�
prior to obtaining stockholder approval, furnishing information, including nonpublic information to, or entering
into negotiations with, a person that had indicated its willingness to make an unsolicited bona fide company
acquisition proposal if:

�
such unsolicited bona fide proposal is made by a third party that our board of directors determines in
good faith has the good faith intent to proceed with negotiations to consider, and the financial and legal
capacity to consummate, such company acquisition proposal,

�
the board of directors determines in good faith after consultation with its legal counsel and financial
advisor that such company acquisition proposal is a "superior proposal" (as defined below),

�
we enter into a confidentiality agreement with such person,

�
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we provide written notice to Petrohawk that we are furnishing information to, or entering into
discussions or negotiations with, such person;

�
the agreement relating to such company acquisition proposal does not provide that it is subject to any
financing contingencies, and

�
we are required to use all reasonable efforts to keep Petrohawk informed of the status and terms of such
negotiations or discussions and provide Petrohawk copies of such written proposals, provided that
Petrohawk agrees to execute a confidentiality agreement with respect to the information delivered to it in
relation to such company acquisition proposal.

        If we intend to terminate the purchase agreement to accept a superior proposal, we must provide Petrohawk five
business days prior written notice of our intent to so terminate the purchase agreement. During the five day period, we must
negotiate in good faith with Petrohawk to adjust the terms and conditions of the purchase agreement as would result in a
revised Petrohawk proposal that is reasonably capable of being completed, and if consummated, may reasonably be expected
to result in a transaction that is at least as favorable from a financial point of view to the holders of our common stock. If
after such negotiations, we still choose to terminate the purchase agreement, we must pay Petrohawk $1,000,000 upon
consummation of the superior proposal.
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        The term "company acquisition proposal" means any offer or proposal for, or indication of interest in, a merger,
acquisition, consolidation or other business combination involving us and/or our subsidiaries or the acquisition of a
substantial equity interest, or a substantial portion of the assets of, us or our subsidiaries other than the Petrohawk
transaction.

        The term "superior proposal" means an unsolicited company acquisition proposal that our board of directors in good
faith determines, after consultation with its financial advisors and outside legal counsel, is reasonably likely to be
consummated, and the board of directors determines would, if consummated, result in a transaction that is more favorable
from a financial point of view to our holders of common stock than the Petrohawk transaction.

�
Post Closing Covenants
        The parties to the purchase agreement have made the following commitments and covenants regarding actions that are
to be taken following the closing of the Petrohawk transaction:

�
Increase in Authorized Capital.  In the event that Proposal No. 2 is not approved by our stockholders at the special
meeting, the parties have agreed to present another proposal to amend the articles of incorporation to increase the
number of authorized shares of common stock to 100,000,000 following the closing. Since Petrohawk will then
own approximately 55% of our outstanding common stock and 54% of the outstanding voting power, it is expected
that this proposal would be approved at that time. Petrohawk also agrees not to exercise any of the warrants or its
conversion rights under the convertible note if there will not be enough authorized but unissued shares of common
stock available for employees and former employees to exercise of all of the then outstanding options to purchase
shares of common stock.

�
Amendment of Stock Options.  The parties agree to present to our stockholders a proposal to approve amendments
to employee stock options to extend the expiration dates to five years from the date of closing even in the event of
termination of employment. See "Interests of Certain Persons in the Petrohawk Transaction." Petrohawk agrees
that it will vote for approval of such amendments. Since Petrohawk will then own approximately 55% of our
outstanding common stock and 54% of the outstanding voting power, it is expected that this proposal would be
approved at that time.

�
Registration Statement.  If not filed prior to closing, the parties have agreed that a registration statement on
Form S-8 covering the offer and sale of the common stock to be issued to holders of employee and directors stock
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options which are held at the time of closing will be filed after the closing. The registration statement is to remain
effective until all such stock options have been exercised or have expired.

Termination of the Purchase Agreement

        The purchase agreement may be terminated before or after stockholder approval:

�
by mutual written consent of Petrohawk and us;

�
by either Petrohawk or us if the closing has not occurred on or before April 30, 2004, provided that the party seeking to
terminate the purchase agreement shall not have breached in any material respect its obligations under the purchase
agreement in any manner that shall have proximately contributed to the failure to close the Petrohawk transaction;

�
by Petrohawk if there has been a material breach by us of any representation, warranty, covenant or agreement in the
purchase agreement which has not been cured within 20 business days following receipt by us of notice of such breach;
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�
by us if there has been a material breach by Petrohawk of any representation, warranty, covenant or agreement in the
purchase agreement which has not been cured within 20 business days following receipt by Petrohawk of notice of such
breach;

�
by either us or Petrohawk, if any applicable law, rule or regulation makes consummation of the Petrohawk transaction illegal
or if any judgment, injunction, order or decree of a court or other governmental authority restrains or prohibits the
consummation of the Petrohawk transaction, and such judgment, injunction, order or decree becomes final and
nonappealable;

�
by either us or Petrohawk if stockholder approval of the Petrohawk transaction is not obtained at the special meeting;

�
by us if we accept a superior proposal, and have negotiated with Petrohawk to revise the purchase agreement to one that is
reasonably capable of being completed, and if consummated, may reasonably be expected to result in a transaction that is at
least as favorable from a financial point of view to the holders of our common stock, and pay Petrohawk $1,000,000, all as
more fully described under "No Shop Covenant" above; or

�
by Petrohawk if we accept a superior proposal, provided that we shall promptly pay Petrohawk $1,000,000.

Effect of Termination

        If:

�
the purchase agreement is terminated by us because there has been a material breach by Petrohawk of its representations,
warranties, covenants or agreements in the purchase agreement and the breach is not cured within 20 days, then Petrohawk
shall promptly pay us a termination fee of $1,000,000;

�
the purchase agreement is terminated by Petrohawk because there has been a material breach by us of our representations,
warranties, covenants or agreements in the purchase agreement and the breach is not cured within 20 days, then we shall
promptly pay Petrohawk a termination fee of $1,000,000; or

�
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if:

�
a company acquisition proposal has been made or another person has made publicly known an intention to make a
company acquisition proposal, and

�
the purchase agreement is terminated because stockholder approval of the Petrohawk transaction is not obtained or
the closing has not occurred by April 30, 2004,

and

�
within 12 months of the termination of the purchase agreement,

39

�
a transaction is consummated which if offered or proposed prior to the termination of the purchase agreement would have
constituted a company acquisition proposal, or

�
a person acquires beneficial ownership or the right to beneficial ownership of outstanding shares of our capital stock
representing 50% or more of the power to vote for the election of directors and the board of directors has taken action to
facilitate the acquisition of such beneficial ownership,

then we shall pay to Petrohawk a termination fee of $1,000,000.

        Additionally, if we accept a superior proposal under the conditions described above in "No Shop Covenant" and "Termination of the
Purchase Agreement," then we shall pay Petrohawk a termination fee of $1,000,000.

Indemnification

        We have agreed to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Petrohawk for losses it may incur as a result of knowing breaches of our
representations and warranties. There are several limitations on our indemnity obligations which include:

�
we are not liable to Petrohawk until the losses for which indemnification would otherwise apply exceeds $1,000,000 and we
are liable only for amounts in excess of the $1,000,000 threshold;

�
our indemnification obligations are limited to $5,000,000; and

�
all claims for indemnification must be submitted within one year from the date of closing.

        We are not obligated to make any cash payments to Petrohawk in respect of our indemnification obligations. Any indemnification
obligation we have shall be satisfied by crediting the amount of the indemnifiable loss to the amounts otherwise payable by Petrohawk upon
exercise of the warrants. If the amount of the indemnified loss exceeds the aggregate amount of the warrant exercise price of all warrants held by
Petrohawk at the time of the determination of the indemnified loss, we will have no obligation to pay or credit Petrohawk an amount in excess of
such aggregate warrant exercise price.

Description of Our Common Stock

Authorized Capital
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        Our authorized capital stock consists of 50,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $.001 per share, and 5,000,000 shares of preferred
stock, par value $.001 per share. On January 1, 2004, there were 12,429,307 shares of our common stock outstanding, and 604,271 shares of our
8% Cumulative Convertible Preferred Stock, our only series of preferred stock, outstanding.

Common Stock

        The holders of our common stock are entitled to one vote per share on all matters voted on by stockholders, except in the case of
cumulative voting for directors. All of our holders of common stock have cumulative voting rights when voting for directors if written notice of
a desire for cumulative voting is properly given by one or more stockholders in advance of the meeting. Cumulative voting means holders of
common stock are entitled to as many votes as equals the number of shares held on the record date multiplied by the number of directors to be
elected. Holders may cast all votes for a single director or distribute their votes among any two or more of the candidates. Each outstanding
share of our common stock and 8% Cumulative Convertible Preferred Stock is entitled to one vote.

        Holders of our common stock are entitled to such distribut
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